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beſtowed on Men great only by 
their Places, whoſe Power and 
Merit uſually go Hand in Hand; I 


N at ſo ſad an Expence as the Calamity of 


my Country. It has puzzled the Wits of the 
Friends of this Adminiſtration to find what to 
commend, and we are reduced to ſo ſtrange a State 

+ that Courtiers now are at a Loſs to flatter. Yet how Ef 
little ſoever I love high-flown Panegyrick, or a 
Time: ſerving Tongue, I am as little pleaſed to deal 
in Cenſure; but when Misfortunes riſe to ſo great 


a Height, *tis impoſſible for Patience to laſt, and 


People put to the Torture will exclaim. When 
we ſaw a Miniſter of confeſſed Abilities forced 


from the Helm of Government, his Royal 
Maſter's Favour and Protection not avalling, we 


B were 


9 


15 mack as I * fulſome En- 
comiums and the Praiſes generally 


am heartily ſorry to be rid of that 
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were told by the preſent Cabal that this Violence 
was done to Mr] in order to bring back the 
Golden Age. A Golden Age indeed, it has been 
for them, fattening in Places; I cannot ſay of 
great Credit and Honour (I wiſh I could) yet of 
great Emolument ; but to this Country an Age of 
Calamity and Ruin. The Date of this O=i—y 
is yet ſhort, the Enumeration of the Services 
rendered to Great Britain during this Inter—e—um 
is ſtill ſnorter, for it takes up no Point of Time; 
but the Effects of its Power ſtrong in the Se 
for Purpoſes beſt unattained, weak and impotent 
in every other Place have been ſeverely felt by this 
Nation, and are long to enumerate. I ſhall con- 
fine myſelf, however, to the Conduct of the War, 
which has preſented to us a very diſmal Scene. The 
Glory of the Britiſb Arms was great thro? a long 


and uninterrupted Series of Time. A Curſe on 
thoſe Accidents, on thoſe Councils which have given 


_. an. Interruption, for I hope it will prove but an 


Interruption (if this War laſts) and that too of aſhort | 


Continuance, that our Diſgraces will not ſurvive 
a weak Adminiſtration which cannot fupport itſelf 
long, and muſt fall by its own Inability, that our 


military Reputation will be carried to a greaterHeigt.t 


under the Auſpices of the preſent Illuſtrious and 
Royal Line, than at any other Period of Time; 


for it would be ſtrange, if the perſonal Bravery of 
the Family ſhould not add ſomething to our ancient 


+ Renown. Yet now how are the Mighty fallen —— 


1 


and, what is an Aggravation, while they are led 5 


by a Race of Warlike Princes. But I chooſe 


to draw a Veil over the Shame of my Country, 


rather than dwell on a Repreſentation of Things ſo 
offenſive to the Pride of an Engliſhman; for 1 
hope we are not yet ſo humbled but a becoming 
Pride ſtill remains in Britiſb Breaſts, ſome Reſent- 

ment for Misfortunes brought on them by ill 1 4 
28 ut, 


3 © IP 
duct, ſome Diſtinction between the Contempt and 
E ſteem of the World. But the Cauſes of our 
Diſaſters are not ſo to be paſt over. I will not 
enter into a Diſquiſition whether a War upon the 
Trade of France might not have been carried on 
with more Advantage than upon the Continent ; 
but whether the Meaſures which it has been judged 
proper to take, have been purſued with publick 
Spirit, with the Addreſs and Ability becoming 
Minifters ;- nay, whether with common Prudence, 
= or the leaſt Regard to the Welfare of this Country. — 
_ *Tis ſtrange ! tis aſtoniſhing ! that wiſer Councils i 
have not been followed by our Miniſters even for ; 
their own Sakes, becauſe the Glory would have re- 
dounded to them. But whether the Deſign is to 
=. h--m--ec the Spirits of Enghſbmen, and make them 
e for the Ye, or our Miniſters are really un- 
able to raiſe themſelves and the Nation above the 
= low State to which they have brought both; it 
becomes us not to ſee onr K — nor ouſelves fo + 
ſerved ; not to ſee Violence done, Diſgrace fix d 
on M, and at the ſame Time both on one and 
the other, and Miſery into the Bargain on ourſelves. 1 
As for the Conſideration of any concerted Pan. 
any fix d Quota's, any Alliances formed, this Admi- 1 
niſtration has ſaved me as well as themſelves that N 
Trouble. They are the fortuitous Events of Time 
alone during this War which J have to conſider; for 
aur Miniſters ſeem to aim at nothing more than to 
be Retainers of Fortune by the Day, reſolved to 
ſpend the laſt Shilling of Britiſb Money (which is 14 
paid away in all Parts of the World) in Support of ß 44 
undigeſted Schemes, and ill-calculated Meaſures. 1 
There was a Time when our Negociations in fixing =. 
the Contingents to be finiſhed by the Parties con- 4%» 
on the War, did Credit to this ; nl 


cerned in carrying 228 
Country. When the Emperor was to furniſh go, ooo 1 i 
Men, 66, ooo Foot, — and Dragoons, 1 

: — — 1 


. (4) 
not reckoning what would remain in Hungary or 
other Parts of his hereditary Countries. The States 
General 102,0c0 Men, $82,000 Foot, 20,000 
Horſe and Dragoons. England 40,000 Men, 
33,000 Foot, 7000 Horſe and Dragoons, This 
was the grand Foundation, beſides the Aſſiſtance 
given by other Powers during the War, Upon 
how different a Foot Things are carried on at 
preſent, I am aſhamed to relate. 5 
I Will ſay little of what preceded that memora- 
ble Era, Chriſtmas 1745, The Action of Det- 
tingen, as. it is the laſt Taſte, which Britons, here- 
tofore glutted, have had of Victory will not eaſily | 
be forgotten; nor the Field on which they took 
their laſt Farewell. The Conqueſt of Cape Breton; 
a Conqueſt, the moſt important, beyond all Com- 
. pon. that ever was made by this Country, has 
been ſufficiently ſer forth by the Joy and Applauſe 
of the People of this Country; and pleaſed I am, 
that my feeble Voice would on this Occaſion, ſhould 
I attempt to ſay any Thing, be loſt in the general 
Acclamation. I hope, as no Force can deprive us 
of this great Acquiſition, as France can never take 
it by any other Means than of our own Miniſtry, that 
no Treaty will ever put her in Poſſeſſion of it; 
tho upon ſuch Terms ſhe would give up every 
Foot of conquered Country. For who will give 
us Security, that the next Day ſhe will not recon- 
quer that Country, and leave us diveſted of both, 
JJ MMO©EAmSSME-. ion 
But without this Conſideration, the ineſtimable 
Value of Cape Breton alone affords ſufficient Rea- 
ſon why we ſhould never part with it; for what- 
ever private Perſons may, the Publick can receive 
no Compenſation for it. And, I hope, as this Ad- - 
miniſtration had no Hand in taking it, they will 
have none in delivering it up, and that the only 
Concern which they ſhall have had in this impor- 
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tant Place, will not be that fimply of ſevering it | 


for ever from the Britih Dominions : For the 
taking it ſprung from the Councils, tho' it was 
not compleated till after the Reſignation of the 


late Miniſters, It is the ſame with ſome other 


2 Events, for it cannot be doubted to what the 


| ſurpriſing Succeſs of the Allied Arms on the Side 


of Italy is owing, or that, to trace out the Cauſe, 


it will be neceſſary to go farther back than the Date 
of the preſent Adminiſtration,who are ſaved from 
_ ſinking by the Effects of the Wiſdom and Pru- 
_ dence of the Man whom they have oppreſs d, who 
like worthleſs Heirs live on the unimproved Stock 
bol their great Predeceſſor: I wiſh, for my Coun- 
try's Sake, that Stock would laſt longer; for when 
dne conſiders our ill Succeſs in every other Part, 
except where the Influence of his Councils could 
reach, there is too great Reaſon to fear that 
Stock failing, Beggary, and the moſt abje& State 


will enſue. 


I diſclaim any Attachment, any Connection with . 
any Perſons, but thoſe who ſhall labour for the 


Good of their Country; I will as heartily oppoſe 


one Miniſter as another, acting con thereto in 
what Reſpect ſoever. At the ſame Time I will 
render Juſtice to every Man, tho* unknown; tis 
in vain to deny it: Time has ſhewn, that the late 
eat, his Deſigns well con- 
certed and efficacious ; ſo efficacious, that they have 
| prevailed long after the Power has been cut off, in 
ſpite of the Clog, in ſpite of the want of Addreſs 


Miniſter's Plans were 


in his Succeſſors, which has difcover'd itſelf in e- 


very one Thing without Exception, which they have 


undertaken; that they have eclipſed his Glory, 


is true; not however by ſuperiour Brightneſs 
(would they had!) but by the Interpoſition of 
an opace Body, which has ſtruck a fatal Chil- _ - 
_ neſs on our vital Heat and Vigour. This _ 5 


wow 


— 
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Retroſpect I have taken, with this ſole View of find- 
ing out ſome Incentive for our Miniſters, willing 
to excite them, if poſſible, to make ſome Effort 
for their Sinking Country; for if they are not dead 
to all Senſe of Shame for themſelves, to all feeling 
for the Public, if they regard any Thing beſides 
their own ſordid Gain, if they have any Thoughts 
becoming Men, the Compariſon, their Meaſures and 
the Succeſs. attending them, afford Matter for very 
- pungent Reflections; but if the Object is too un- 
pleaſing for them to caſt their Eyes on, it is worth 
our while, when Men have made ſuch grand 

_ Profeſſions of publick Spirit, and diſintereſted 
Zeal for the Welfare of their Fellow-Subjects, 
to compare their Conduct with the Conduct 
of thoſe. whom they have ſo vilified and abu- 
fed. on that very Head, Compare then the 
_ Meaſures, in what are they different? except that 
at preſent they are leſs effectual, and more expen- 
ſive. Compare the Meaſures, and need one ask if 
ſuch Oppofition was any thing more than the 


Effect of the repining Envy of Men of inferiour 
Parts? This was ſufficiently evinced in the very 


oe io. e by the Cabal, I mean with regard 
to the Hire of Hanoverian Troops. This Mea- 


_ ſure exclaimed againſt in Private, yet ſupported in 


Public by the ſame Perſons, was at laſt made a 


205 Handle, for forcing from the Direction of Publick 


Affairs the Man who was the grand Obſtacle to 
the Bleflings which they had in Store for the Nation. 
And now the wiſh'd-for Time was come, the Great 
Era, the Augmema * Naſcentia of laſting Hap- 
Et magni incipiunt procedere men ſes. 
Pardon me, they are not yet begun. It was only 
in the Imagination of the credulous, who were = 
N e 3333 
* Which have been diſputed by Mathematicians, whether 


uu thing or nothing. 


9 
with Aſſurances, that an honourable Peace would 


be obtained, or the War prudently, vigorouſly and 


frugally conducted; that a thorough Reformation 


would be wrought at Home, all Grievances re- 8 
dreſs' d, and we once more put on as good a Footing 


as the Revolution, or its Conſquences, had at 


Time put us. This Expectation was greedily en- 
tertained, nay, the Certainty of theſe Events 


reckoned on by ſome, becauſe the Miniſtry was at 


this Time joined by a Set of Men, who had pub- 


lickly declared they would never ſit down con- 


tented, till they ſaw an entire Separation of the 


Electorate from England. Who not verſed in Po- 


litical Craft, would imagine that at this very Time 

= the ſame Meaſure ſo condemned, ſo exploded, was 

= carrying on, and indeed carried on truly to the Rum 
= of this Country? For if 16000 Hanoverians had been 
this Year taken into Britiſh Pay, as the pre- 
ceding Year, and not 8000 only, the Victory 
at Fontenoy, tho* dear bought, had in all human 
Probability been ours. But inſtead of Victory, what 
happened on that Day an Znghſbman cannot without 
_ Grief and ſecret Compunction ſpeak out. Our-Ene- 
mies tell with Pleaſure, I cannot let paſs without 
Notice, the Manner of taking theſe Troops i into 
85 Brilifo Pay. 


A Subſidy was granted to the Queen of Hun- | 


by the Parliament, but a Bargain previouſly 


made by the Miniſtry, that her [Majeſty ſhould 
therewith pay eight thoufand Hanoverians ; and 
what was very drole, this Bargain was never de- 

nied at that Time, tho? it was deſigned purpoly 


to ſcreen the Bluſhes of the new Proſelytes, 


'- his been ſince owned, publickly owned, to * | 


been made entirely in C omplaiſance to them. The 
Diſadvantages of this Method were the Pretenee it 


gave for new Levy-Money, as well as the Money 
generally paid for n Return to foreign Troops 


* 
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when diſmiſs'd, which was allowed by us, was I ſup- 


poſe allowed by the Queen of Hungary, and will I 


ſuppoſe be allowed again by us. Some People perhaps 


will laugh at my Wrong-headedneſs, and call theſe 
Things Advantages : I envy not their ſuperiour | 
J udgment, and the Light in which they fee 


Things. Advantages I will allow there may have 


been; but to Great Britain I am ſure they were not 
ſo. To theſe Diſadvantages we are to add, that 


we paid theſe Troops, and the Queen of Hungary 


had the abſolute Command of them, and mighr 


have ordered them on what Service ſhe pleaſed, 


how contrary ſoever to the Inclination or Judg- 


ment of thoſe who paid them. So that the only 


Difference between the Meaſures this Year, and 
ly bo the Number of the 


ſdthe preceding Year was, 
Troops was leſſened fa 


r us, more Money 


was paid in Proportion © the Number, the ab- 
ſolute Command of them was loſt, and an Abuſe 


attempted to be put on the Underſtandings of 


the People, as if Hanoverians were no longer in 


[Britiſh Pay, tho paid with Bri 10 Money. The 
Advantages were, the Preſervation of a few Gen- 


- tlemens Complexions, (I am a little aſhamed to 
mention ſo ſlight an Affair on ſo ſgrious an Occa- 


fion) but it is well known to have been the princi- 


. e's End propoſed by this new Diſpoſition of _ 
Some pretended to deſcry this farther Ab- 


. vantage, that the Hanoverians being nominally 


_ diſcharged from our Pay, we were not ſo liable 
do have that State-Trick play d on us, which we 

had experienced in the Heſſians, who were conti- 
nued ſo many Years in Britiſh Pay, and upon a 
| Retroſpe& appear to have been of no Benefit to 
the State. Wiſe Projectors, who could ſo propoſe 


to hedge in the Cuckow ! 1 hope they allow they 


have ſince had their Underſtandings enlarged — 


ine Sondęg of our Miniſtry, TE 
U 


— win, 2 ry 56 


(9) 


But to proceed with the Tranſactions of the 


Year 1745 ; the Aſſurances given of the Diſpoſi - 
tion of the Dutch, who upon our taking vigorous 
| Meaſures, were to heartily join in the War, the 
_ Certainty which ſome People pretended to have of 
their furniſhing 40,000 Men for the Field, greatly 


contributed to accelerate our warlike Reſolutions. 


The Number of Men which the Dutch really fur- 


niſhed for the Field, and their Behaviour in the 


Field, are indelible Monuments of the Diſcern- 
ment of our Miniſtry, and their great Inſight 
into Mankind. If this Behaviour of the Dutch 
ſurpriſed our Miniſtry, they were the only People 


ſurpriſed by it, the whole World beſides expected 
it. For was it not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that if 

the Dutch dreaded the Conſequences of declaring 

War againſt France, they would equally dread | 


whatever would be ſure to draw from France a 
Declaration of War againſt them? And tho? in a 


late Action the foreign Troops in Dutch Pay did 
make ſome Stand, yet they were fallen upon by 
the French, and forced upon their own Defence; 
and I believe it will be allowed, that there is ſome - 
Diſtinction to be made between acting on the of- 
| fiveor defenſive. I ſuppoſe too without waiting to ſee = 
the Dutch deſert the fortified Towns in the Low- 
Countries, with as much Readineſs as if they had 
thereby got rid cf ſome tireſome Burthen ; it would 
not have been a very difficult Taſk for Men of ſo 
great Penetration as our Miniſtry is bleſt withal, 


co have learn'd their Way of thinking, with regard 


to their Barrier, the Value they ſet upon it, how 


much or little they had the Preſervation of it at 


Heart; for from ſuch Circumſtances, it might have 


been poſſible to have formed ſome previous Judg- 

ment of their Cordiality and Affection to the Cauſe. 
Tho? I doubt they had too other Motives for their 
Conduct. For tho' the N have been perhaps 


the 
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the Dupes of the French, and we moſt certainly 


the Dupes of the Dutch, yet the Weakneſs of our 
Councils has been a great Cauſe of the whole. 
For till more Honeſty, more Wiſdom, more 


Ability, more Diſcipline, particularly in our Navy 
thall appear, who leſs infatuat:d than ourſelves, will 


expect Succeſs in the Execution of our Affairs? 


And give me Leave here to aſk, what is Raſhneſs? 
ls it any other than a blind precipitate Undertaking 


of Ends, for which ſufficient Means have not been 
provided. If this Rule is juſt, it is eaſy to per- 


_ ceive, that a Perſon may be at the ſame Time both 
raſh and ſtupid. Nay, that there can be no Raſh- | | 
neſs without ſome Degree, ſome Mixture of Stu- 
pidity. For Diſpatch in the Execution of well- con- 
cdberted Meaſures is the higheſt Praiſe. So far is a 
Man's Stupidity from being a Security againſt raſh 
Meaſures, that it is from this Root alone they 


| ſpring, they can never happen without it. 


But I am gone a little too far in Point of Time, 
it will be neceſſary to look back; for notwithſtand- 


ing the intolerable Load of Debt which the Na- 


tion groaned under, and the fad Proſpect of ſtill 
adding Debts to Debts, to the great Surpriſe of all 
| Men knowing in Money Affairs, a Bargain was 
unwarily and ignorantly made by our Miniſtry, by 
Means of which the Rate of publick Intereſt was 
unneceſſarily raiſed, to the great Oppreſſion of the 


Publick as Debtors, to the great Detriment of the 


dld Creditors of the Publick, whoſe Capital was 

- thereby leſſened in Value, thro' the Fall of public 
Stocks, which ſoon enſued, to the great Diſcotrage- 

ment of Trade, which is generally carried on by 


ſome borrowed Stock, which muſt now advance its 
Intereſt, in Proportion to that of the Publick, and 
to the great Diſtreſs of the Means of carrying 


on the War. While I am on the Head of Money 7 
Affairs, it will he proper to obſervę on the — . 
223 mary 


r I 


amounted to 21,612 Men. 
And again, in the Augmentation of 20, 00 
Men the ſame Year, to be paid one half by Eng- 
land, the other by the Dutch, the Reckoning upon 
this Article is nearly in the ſame Proportion, viz. 
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dinary Bills of Expences, of which not to tire the 


Reader, I will only give an Inſtance or two. Our 
Troops in the Year 1745, amounted on the Eſti- 
mate to 5194 Calvalry, and 19,420 Foot, together 

24,014. | 3 93 5 


In the Accounts of the War Office, there is 


annexed to this Liſt of Forces to be employed in 


Flanders, an Eſtimate of 11,9181. 11s. for For- 
age and Waggon Money. Beſides this there is in 


the Accounts of this Year, 100, ooo J. for the ex- 
traordinary Charge of Forage, Waggon Money, 


and other Expences incurred or to be incurred. It 
may perhaps be worth while to compare this with 
what was heretofore looked on as ſufficient for this 
Service; for in the Year 1703, a Regulation of 
Forage and Waggon Money was made on the Foot- 
ing of what the Troops received in the preceding 
War, according to which Forage and Waggon 
Money for the general Officers and Regiments of 
Foot and Dragoons, was fix d at 16,2591. 15s. 
The Dragoons amounted to 1355, Foot to 15,008. 
And the Forage, Waggon Money, and Recruies 
for the Foreigners in Engliſ Pay, purſuant to 


Treaty are charged at 20, ooo J. The Foreigners 


92601, for the 10, ooo; whence this vaſt Diſpro- 


portion between the preſent and former Times, 1 
who am not ſkilled in making up military Accounts, 


am unable to ſay ; for the great Loſs of Maga- 


Zines, for which an extraordinary Bill was afterwards 


brought in, could not at that Time be foreſeen. 


There are I own tacked to the Article the Words 
And other Expences; but to aſk what thoſe o- 


ther Expences were would certainly be very imper- 
| C2 | tinent 


LIN 
tinent, and to find Fault without aſking would be 
equally or more impertinent, at leaſt in me, who am 
but a private Man. But this is not all, for there is 
an After-charge for Forage of 92,5617. 115. 4d. 
(over and above the 100,000 J. and 11,9187, 115.) 
Magazines taken by the Enemy included, which 
ſhews, notwithſtanding what ignorant People may 
have thought, that the former Sums were inſufficient, 
In order to view theſe Articles of Expence in their 
proper Lights, I will only obſerve, that they are 
_ excluſive of what ought to be deducted on this Head, 
from the eſtabliſhed Pay of the Cavalry, excluſive 
of the Forage of the General and Staft-Officers of 
the Hoſpital, and excluſive of the extraordinary 
Charge of Forage for the foreign Troops in our Pay. 
And that a Ration coſt the Government ao Pence, 
A Ration per Day is ſufficient for a Horſe, if the For- 
gage be good, and conſiſt of 16 Pounds of Hay, 
6 Pounds of Straw, and about 3 Quarters of a 
Peck of Corn. For from theſe Articles one may 
form ſome Idea of this Charge. Some of the 
Means by which this great Expence was incurred 
were theſe: In Summer, the 64. deducted for For- 
age was not placed to the Account of Forage. In 
Winter, Forage was delivered out at the Magazine 
for 6 d. per Ration, for which the Government, 
however, when they bought in paid 10d. But if 
any Officer was furniſn'd any other Way than from 
the Magazine, he was allowed 4 d. upon every Ra- 
tion, on a Suppoſition that he thereby expended 
more by 4 d. than he would have done at the Maga- 
Zine for the ſame Quartitics ; tho? in Fact he bought 
at 84.3, whereby he became a Gainer (if the 4 d. 
was paid clear of Deductions) of 3 Half. pence on 
every Ration, which was an Encouragement to the 
Officer not to buy at the Magazine provided for 
that Purpoſe, Whether by tus Practice any Loſs 
ariſes to the Publick, or in what Manner, if any 
| 8 1 Thing 
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Thing remains at the End of the Year, it is ac- 


counted for, may be worth Enquiry. I am far from 
thinking that there were not other Means by which 
this great Charge was brought on the Nation, it 
could not have been by theſe alone. But I poſſibly 


am very much out of the Way in ſtudying how 


Things are in the leaſt to be accounted for, while 
Others in a Manner more adapted to their Purpoſe 
| ſtudy only how to avoid accounting for them at all. 
Tho' every Body has heard of the Thinneſs of 
the Troops in General at the Battle of Fontenoy, 
I will not ſcrutinize on this Occaſion the real 
Strength of our Army; for tho? it ſhould appear 


that when publick Expences are on the one Hand 
immenſely encreaſed, on the other publick Services 
are extremely leſſened, what would be gained in 
the preſent Temper of Mankind, by the Diſcovery 
burt the unavailing Knowledge that private People 
gain beyond Meaſure, and that the Publick is * 
yond Meaſure abuſed? There was a Time, When 
paying the Army any otherwiſe than by the 
46. Muſtere of effective Men was look'd on as a great 
« waſting of the publick Treaſure.“ There is 
charged for Bread Waggons 29,9601. 1 5. 10 d. for 
the 24,614 Men. Whereas, according to the Ac- 
counts aboyementioned made up in the Year 1703, 
Bread Waggons for 40,000 are ſet at 20,000. For 
| Mareſhal Konig ſeg, being his Majeſty's Proportion, 
of the Conſideration for his Services, 7042. 56. 1d. 
This by the Words ſeems to have been a free Gift 
and Act of Generoſity. Mareſhal Konig ſeg's Ser- 
vices are ſo well known, that I need not ſay any 


Thing on that Head. 


As to the eight Weeks Pay to the Hanoverians 
for their Return, amounting to 57,9657. gs. 2 d.. 


I will fay little, concerning the uſual Cuſtom on 


theſe Occaſions, which is to allow ſometimes a 


Month, ſometimes a long Month of 42 Days; if 
F there 
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there is an Inſtance to be found of eight Weeks 


allowed, tho" it may differ in particular Circum- 
ſtances, yet it will without Doubt ſerve for the 


Juſtification of ſhewing this Favour to the Hano- 


verians, But if we had foreſeen the Neceſſity 


which would ariſe for taking them again into our 


Pay, the Impoſſibility of going on without them, 
Expence might have been ſpared. But our 


Adminiſtration has acted like a coy affected Mi- 


ſtreſs, whoſe Surrender is preceded by a thouſand 


ridiculous Extravagancies. 


Excludit Revocat, &c.* 


In the Navy too, the Difference of Expence 
luft War with France, and the preſent 

is ſurprizing in many Particulars. If the People 
wonder, that when our annual Expences are ſo 


much greater, yet our Efforts are impotent, and 
the Event ſo di eful to us, tho? that of the laſt 
War was ſo glorious there is one and the ſame 
| Reaſon, both for the Enormity of the Expence 
And the Succeſs attending it. The like Influence 
| produces the like Effect univerſally throughout, as 
well here at Home, as in every other Place where we 
are concerned. But as Accounts are too dry and 
unentertaining for the Generality of Mankind to 
enter into, I will reſerve what Obſervations I have 
to make, for a ſeparate Treatiſe, in which I pro- 


poſe when I have Leiſure to ſhew with how little 


"CEconomy this War is carried on. In the mean 
Lime, I will juſt ſay a Word of the Remittances 
tor paying the Troops Abroad. In the Year 1743, 
| the Contract made with Mr, Gore for 10 Guilders, 


13 Stivers for a Pound Sterling, was the Subject of 


great Complaint and ſevere Invectives againſt the 


Adminiſtration ; it having appeared that M. Muzl- 


man and Wilkinſon, had offered 10 Guilders 16 St. 
for a Pound Sterling. After this publick Notice 


| who 
0 Terer. Eunuch, 


E 


who can doubt that all poſſible Care has been taken 


to procure the beſt Bargain which could be obtained; 
I own I have no doubt. And tho” in the Pay of 
the Heſſians for the Year 1745, a Pound Sterling 
is reckoned but at 10 Guilders 10 Stivers ; yet to 


ſuſpect that the remaining fix Stivers were divided 


fairly between our M——rs and the Remitter, or 


even to commend their ſquare dealing with the 


Remitter, by ſuch equal Apportionment would be 


downright Scandal and Malice. I faid before, 


and I repeat it again, I have no doubt as to their 


having made the beſt Bargain they could. — It has 
been faid, that the foreign Troops have a right 
To a Pound Sterling, or the Produce of a2 
ee Pound Sterling in Dutch Money, for every 10 
*© Guilders 10, we are obliged to pay them, and 
_«* conſequently our remitting their Money at a 
„higher Rate, than 10 Guilders, 10 Stivers per 
„Pound Sterling, can be of no Advantage to 
this Nation, nor can our remitting it at a 
flower Rate than 10 Guilders 16 or 18 Stivers 
«© be any Loſs.” Was this the Caſe, there would 
have been a Merit, which I wonder was not in- 


fiſted on, in remitting the Money for paying the 
foreign Troops at no higher Rate than 10 
 Guilders, 10 Stivers, e the Remitters being 


Engliſhmen, there would have leſs Money gone 
out of this Nation by 6 Stivers in every Pound 
Sterling. But without ſtaying to make Obſer- 

vations on the Abſurdity of this Poſition, which 
cannot fail at firſt Sight of coming acroſs every 


Man of the leaſt Reflection, I will go to Matter 
of Fact. The Treaty of 1745, by which the 


 Heſſians were taken into Britiſh Pay, ſays, that the 


Pay ſhall be ſettled on the Foot of the Tre 


of 1702. Articles g and 6, and of the Treaty of 
1726, and that of 1740. Theſe two laſt * 3 — 


dee the Debates in P 
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refer, as well as that of 1745, to the Treaty of 
1502, for the Regulation of their Pay. Upon 


conſulting the Article 5 and 6, of the Treaty of 
1702, there is not a Word of their Pay; the 5th 


ſays, that the Recruits ſhall be on the ſame Foot 
as thoſe of the States-General ; and the 6th, that 
the Waggons and other Equipage- ſhall likewiſe 
de on the ſame Foot; the 3d Article, however, of 
the Treaty of 1702, ſays, that the Heſhans ſhall 
be paid on the ſame Foot as the States-General 
pay their own Troops; and if theſe are not the 
preſent Conditions, I can find none at all. If then 
they are to be paid on the ſame Foot as the Dutch 
pay theirs, what have we to do but to purchaſe 
Dutch Money as cheap as we can? To get as 
many Guilders, or as many Stivers as we are able 
for a Pound Sterling of Engliſb Money to pay 
_ thoſe Troops withal ? Can any Thing be plainer ? 
But to leave this Affair. On what Side ſoever one 
turns ones Eyes, except were the unreſtrained, 
uninfluenced, uncorrupt Spirit of Parliament ſu- 
perintends and watches over the publick Good. 
Abuſes of various Kinds ſo abound in almoſt all 
the Concerns of this Country, that one may ven- 
ture to affirm, that no Opportunity is omitted of 
impoveriſhing the Nation, that every one who 
ſerves has his Province of Pl —, for the Prefe- 
rence of ſerving upon the loweſt Terms is a poor 
Obligation. If then ſuch Advantages are to be 
__ © drawn from the Continuance of a War, one may 
expect to ſee an End of it, when Avarice, ſatiated 
with Gain, becomes moderate, and feels Compal- 


ſion for a ſuffering Country. 


But the Scene changing, let us turn our Eyes 


on the Rebellion; let us ſee if an inteſtine War 
his been managed with more Vigour and Circum- 


ſpection than a Foreign one. Tho' we ſhould be 
forced to allow, that our Miniſters were aſleep at 


_ that 
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ac Time, when they receiyed the firſt News 
from * Abroad of War levying in this Kingdom; 


yet ſuch News could-not but awaken their Vigi- 
iance, and the near Approach of Danger add a 


| Goad to their Underſtanding, and tall forth their 


latent Parts. And now after this Nod we may 
expect to ſee them, ready to run the Race; like a 
Giant refreſh'd with Wine; nor is it poſſible to 


ſuppoſe, this Tempeſt not only impending but diſ- 


covered that any Opportunity was omitted of 


giving the Subject Frotection, which is the firſt 


Cauſe of the Inſtitution of Government; and in all 


free Countries the only End of Allegiance. It was 


Mortification enough to ſee our Glory blaſted 
Abroad, our former Credit now only ſerving to 
remind us of what we were, but to ſee too the Evil | 
brought home to our very Doors, to ſee an Admi- 
| niſtration dilatory to extend the Protection of the 


Government againſt the Violence of Rebellion (if 


it is poſſible to imagine ſuch a Caſe) muſt have 
been to the Sufferers a Heart-breaking ; to their 
Fellow-Subjects, Matter of the higheſt Piry. Yet 


how under fo vigilant a Miniſtry, the Rebellion 

roſe to ſo great a Height, and laſted ſo long, how 
from ſo ſmall a Beginning it over-run ſuch a Tract 
of Country, anc involved Multitudes in the ut- 


moſt Calamity, I am at a Loſs to ſay. That the 
Pretender's Eldeſt Son was a long Time unob- 


lerved in Scotland, perſonally fomenting Diſturb- 


ances, and preparing War on the Crown of Great 
| Britain, is now à Secret to none. When the 


Plane broke out that the Well- affected, if they 
could have obtained Leave, would have made Head 
a gainſt, and if not have cruſh'd the Rebellion in 
its Infancy, at leaſt have greatly retarded its 


— 18 e well known. Whereas the 
—r. Ss — 


The News was ſaid td « come from the kin of Prussia bs” 


by way of Hanover. 
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Advantages obtained by the Pretender drew iri 
Numbers, who probably would never have joined 
the Party without them ; ſome perhaps for want 
of Protection, who were much to be pitied; and 
even for others, whoſe faultering Allegiance was 
completely feduced by an Appearance of Succeſs, 


if no Regard or Compaſſion was to be had to them, 


yet ſome Regard, ſome Compaſſion ought to have 


been had for thoſe, who by this Increafe of Strength 
of the Rebels, became more expoſed to their Op- 
preſſion ; and there was yet a greater Conſidera- 


tion, the Danger to the Crown, to the Liberty, 
Laws and Religion of this Country, for by this 


Delay, the Rebellion we all know, grew ſo 
formidable as to ſhake the very Throne. What 


other Care was taken, what Orders iſſued, and 


of what Date, I cannot ſay, I ſhould be very glad 
to be informed. The Battle of Preſton- Pans was 


| tought on the 21ſt of September, ſome Months 


after the Pretender's Son landed in Scotland, : 


Which, tho“ late in Time, was yet in one Senſe 
Precipitately engaged in, and ought to have been 


_ cautiouſly avoided, as the Rebels were grown ſo 


Arong, till a ſufficient Number of Forces had been 


drawn together, to have made the Blow fure. And 
tho' the Rebels atcacked the King's Army at 
Preſton- Pans, on the other Hand the Orders were 


faid to be poſitive and abſolute for bringing on an 


Action as foon as poſſible. If the Pretender's 
Son had profited of that Opportunity, had march- 


ed on dire&ly to England, the Pannick it would 


| Have ſtruck his Succeſs and elated Fortune, might Þ| 
have had an extreme ill Effect. But his Stay in 
Scotland giving Time for more cool and ſerious 
eflexions to take Place, he found very little Ac- 
count by his Expedition into England. So that by 


great Luck and kind of Infatuation, the Advantages 


Buuen by the Enemy at that Time proved er 


— 
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fatal to us, as there was a Poſſibility of their doing, 


eſpecially as a Set of Men, who had been long = 
quriouſly Fe made no other uſe of that fair 


Opportunity which preſented itſelf, but as in a 


ſort of Purgatory to clear their Characters, and 


convince the World, that upon the moſt trying 


Occaſion ſcarce a Man was to be found in South 
Britain, who was not a Friend to the preſent Fa- 
mily. But no Thanks for this to the Councils of 


our Miniſtry ; this was owing to the Upright 


and Integrity of Men, whom they had on this very 
Head fo calumniated, ſo often, ſo unjuſtly abuſed. 
But as theſe Gentlemen very probably meet with 


great Reproaches and Scandal, from thoſe who 


were diſappointed in their unjuſt ExpeCtations of 
Aſſiſtance from them; let us on our Part do them 


Juſtice, and ſound forth the Praiſes they have 


# deſerved. 


Io the Battle of Preſton Pans ſucceeded that 
| of Falkirk, where the ſame Troops which had 
| behaved notoriouſly ill at Preſton Pans, were em- 
1 ploycd again, and by a like Behaviour occaſioned 

a like Misfortune. The firſt was entirely the Fault 
of the Troops, the ſecond of thoſe who employ- i 


ed them, for they might have ſent others in their 


Stead. For it will not be pretended that the Govern?- 
ment had no more Horſe to ſpare for that Service, 
it was given as a Reaſon why more Horſe was not 
ſent, that the Country could not ſubſiſt them, but 
ſurely it could as well ſubſiſt Horſe that had never 
| failed in their Duty, as thoſe who had given ſo ſad 


an Inſtance of what was to be expected from them. 
But the great Maſter-piece of Politicks remains 


to be related. A Maſter-piece (I ſpeak it in ſober 


Seriouſneſs) ſufficient to aſtoniſh and puzzle the 


whole World; I mean with regard to the 6000 
Mien which the Dutch, were obliged by Treaty to 
tyrnſh for the Relief of this Country. The De- 
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ligns of great Miniſters are generally impenetra- 
ble till ſome Event diſcovers their Aim; but the 
Deſigns of our Miniſters are fo deeply laid, ſo 
great Maſters are they in the Art of Sinking, that 
not even the Event Jays their Meaning open to the 
View of the World. Of this Sort was that great 
Stroke in Politicks I was ſpeaking of; for the 
World are even now at a Loſs to devine why Six 
Thouſand Dutch were called into our Aid, who 
could not poſſibly act at all, as being under the 
Capitulation of Tournay, by which they were re- 
ſtrained from bearing Arms againft the King of 
France or his Allies for three Years.” The Dutch 
indeed had the Caution to demand of the Abbe Dela 
ville, the French Miniſter at the Hague, whether or 
no the King of France abetted the Undertakings of 
the Pretender, or held him as an Ally. The French 
Miniſter very readily denies that the Pretender 
is an Ally of the Crown of France. This Decla- 
ration ſufficiently anſwered the Purpoſes of the 
Dutch, who had no need to make any farther En- 
quiries than as to the preſent Time, but being ſet 
at Liberty ſo far, were unwilling to ſhew them- 
ſelves worſe Friends, than all the reit of the 
World, who to do them Juſtice generally accept ourf 
Money with great Willingneſs, how little Advan- 
tage ſoever we are likely to draw from it: We ac- 
cordingly take the 6000 Dutch into our Pay, and 
are at the Expence of tranſporting them into En- 
gland, when the King of France, ina very un- 
friendly Manner, (tho' it muſt be owned, he was 
at open War with us, and a profeſs*'d Enemy) 
without making his Intentions known beiore we 
had tranſported them, {ſuffers us to put ourſelves. 
to that great Expence, after which he orders 
theſe Troops (before we had made the leaſt aſe of 
them) back to Holland, and by ſpeaking a Word 
bbliges us to retranſport them there. Such a Jeſt and 
* 3 5 Deriſion 
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hs are we to thoſe who are round about us. 


ow then to replace theſe 6000 Dutch is the Que- 
ſtion. Why? very properly, with 6000 Heſſians. 
We have now bought Experience. The Dutch 
have given a ſufficient Warning to us. Care is 


taken, we are clear, that the Heſhans were never 


Priſoners to the French, or under any Articles of 


Capitulation. The Heſſians arrive, what is _ 
Difficulty now. Why? There is no Cartel for Ex- 
change of Priſoners ſettled with the Enemy. T 


believe there never was at any Time a Cartel ſet- 
tled with Rebels; and People who fight pro aris 


SO focis, are not to entertain any Conlideration of 


that Kind, but that is not the Caſe of Foreign 


Troops ; and the Cavil made by the Heſians on 
this Head, ſhews our great Want of a Man of A- 
dilities to direct our Affairs, who would have ſti- 
pulated expreſs Conditions, and guarded againſt 
that Policy, ſo prevalent almoſt every where at 
preſent, of uſing every Art to preſerve Troops. 
The Heſſians however did, I believe, ſerve under 


one of our Officers in beating up ſome Parties, 


but this was faid to be the Effect of that Officer's 
Prudence, and not of thoſe who ſent for thoſe 
Troops over, and tho' the beating up a few Par- 
ties was of no great Conſequence, "If the Prince of 

Heſſe in order to fave Appearances had given 

Leave for ſo doing; yet it is affirmed, that Leave 


was not given, at leaſt avowedly even for this. To 
have fallen on two ſuch Plundery ſucceſſively could 


Share of Luck as well as of other Things. 
When our own Troops were called Home, it 


have been landed i in the North, where the Rebel- 
lion at that Thue raged, and where by their Pre- 
LE ſence 
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not have happened but from an extreme little 


was Matter of great Surpriſe to People of but 
or common Underſtanding, to find them landed here 
in the South, when they might with equal Eaſe 
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ſence they would have diſcouraged the Growth of 
it. This ſome having obſerved a certain Degree 


of Heavineſs in the Underſtandings of our Mini- 
ſters, pretended to account for upon that Principle, 
as Bowls by the Power of the included Lead are 
carried in a Curve Line to their Mark; others 
excuſed it by pretending it was done for the Secu- 


rity of the Capital. But the firſt Conjecture has 


fince been confirmed by a late Event, which it 
will not be amiſs to compare with the former, for 


by the Compariſon and Concurrence of corrobo- 


rating Circumſtances the natural Awkwardneſs, and 
 eftrayed Underſtanding of our Miniſters will ap- 
pear, for in the late Expedition to Port Lorient, 
after Admiral Leſtock had lain Wind- bound a long 
while at Phmout b, it was thought proper to ſend 
a farther Reinforcement to that Undertaking, which 
was ordered to embark on the River Thames, in 
ordeèr to Coaſt it round to Plymouth, for which 


purpoſe it was neceſſary, that the Reinforcement 


mould wait for ſuch a Wind as would carry Mr. 


Leſtock out of the Channel; whereas had they 


marched by Land, the Roads and Weather good, 
they might have probably reached Mr. Leſftock be- 
fore he could have found an Opportunity of fail- 
ing. But this was during the Summer, in Winter 
by a ſtrange Inverſion of the order of Things, we 
unneceſſarily ſeek the Fatigues and Loſs of Time 
attending a March in bad Roads and bad Weather. 


However, one agreeable Reflexion occurs upon the 


whole, for if the Pretender could not ſucceed a- 

gainſt ſuch an Oppoſition, as made ſome People 
atraid the Government was be- - ed; our Security 

is very great; he can have very little Chance for 


the future. 
The infinite Loſs ſuſtained by our Merchants 


during the Time the French amuſed our Fleet by 
an Invaſion, with which they threatened us from 
„„ 8 80 Duntirk, 
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Dunkirk, will riot ſoon be forgot by them; their 


Misfortunes and drftreſs'd Circumſtances ther 
brought on ſome of them, will not fail of re- 
minding them perhaps as long as they live. Tho' 

moſt Men of any Reflection were perſuaded, that 

the French never intended to make any conſidera- 


dle Effort in Favour of the Pretender; that their 
Scheme was no more then to create Diſturbances 


in Great Britain, by Means of her own Coun 
men, at as little Expence of French Troops as poſ- 
fible, to deſtroy Britons by Britons, as ſhe had 
before in Germany, Germans by Germans, and divert 
the Attention of our Fleet from the Protection of 


our Trade; tho” this Opinion was founded on a 
great deal 'of Reaſon ; for whatever Benefits wW e 
enjoy under the preſent Royal Family, of which 
no Man can be more ſenſible than I am, in waat- 
_ . ever Misfortunes a Revolution would involve us by 
a Change in our Religion or other Means: They 
very little regard the King of Fraxce : Nor can it 


be ſuppoſed he troubles himſelf with the Mode os 


Worthip, which prevails in Great Britain, pro- 


vided it be not that of the Roman Catholick ; 


for I believe it would be no very pleaſin Proſpect 
for him, to ſee the Power of the Court of Rome ex- 

tended, and its ancient Tyranny beginning to revive z 

nor would it be very agreeabk News for him to hear, 


tat thoſe Shackles of ourTradeandL 


your im- 


menſe publick Debt ) were ſtruck off and annihilated. - 
| Yer all this I ſay in Praiſe of our Adminftration, 
for 1 do not profeſs finding Fault; on the contrary, _ 
I am glad for my Country's Sake, when there is a 
Poſſibility of — their Meaſures. And 
they certainly did right in taking all the Precau- 


tions againſt the pretended Invaſion, as if it was 


really intended; for (as a famous General of old 
22 <« 1 did not think this could have happened, 


would have been a very poor Excuſe,” -- Bur 
. 
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What I blame, what the Merchant, and the Country, 
who is a Sufferer thro? him has to complain of, is 
that, conſidering we had the Experience of the 
French playing that Gime (I can call it nothing 
elſe) upon us from Dunkirk; when no Rebellion 
ſubſiſted in this Country; a Rebellion raging, very 
little Share of Sagacity and Forecaſt was requiſite to 
foreſee tliat they would not fail of renewing the 
fame Game, when they could do it to ſo great 
Advantage by ſtriking a double Terror; and ren- 
dering the Rebellion more formidable at Home, 
by Dangers threatening from Abroad. And yet 
as little Forecaſt as was requiſite, it was all want- 
ing to our inexpreſſible Diſtreſs ; for being ſur- 
prized by a Shew of Preparations at Dunkirk, and 
obliged to collect almoſt all the Ships we could for 
this Service ina very ſhort Space of Time we loſt a 
very great and ſurprizing Number of Merchant- 
Men. Whereas, if a Man of Abilities had had 
the Direction of our Affairs, he would have taken 
cearly Care ſo to have diſpoſed our Fleet, that ſome 
Ships might have been ſpared for the Protection 
of our Trade near Home; and tho? by calling 
ſome Ships Home, he had leſſened the Security in 
other Places, would not have left the moſt material 
one quite defenceleſs. Nor muſt I paſs over in 
Silence the original Cauſe of this Diſaſter, as well as 
of many others, the unaccountable Delay of . N 
preſſing tlie Rebellion- But tho“ our M- 
. Genius doth not lie in Land or Naval Armaments, 
nor in the Management of Finances ; perhaps we 
ſhall find it in the Affairs of the Cabinet, in im- 
proving. at the different Courts of Europe all the 
favourable Opportunities? which offer themſelves - 
or the Advancement of the common Cauſe, * 
The Diſpoſition of the Empreſs of Ruſſia, in 
the Year 1745, towards the Ele&or of Saxony, 
and the * Declarations which ſhe eg 
5 a 


„ atmoſt to 
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a firm Reſolution to ſend him powerful Afiſtance, 
when the King of Pruſſia was meditating an Irrup 
tion into Saxony, are well known. All the World 
zs witneſs of the Effects of her Imperial Majeſty of 
Ruſſia's Declarations z; and the Check they gave 
to the Projects of that Prince, who, to do him 
Juſtice, doth not want Diſcernment and Inſight 
into Men or Things, is ſome Sort of Proof of the 80 
e of her Intentions, 5 a _ ee. 
not had any Opportunity of being infor 
the of the Clbinet at chat Time. 
The vigorous Meaſures which the King of 
| Pruſſia ſaw the Czarina ready to enter on, diſcon- 
certed his Schemes, tied up his Hands, and ren- 
dered for ſome Time the who was one of 
the principal Cauſes and Support of the Diſtur- 
bances of this Part of the World, as a mere Cypher 
in the Affairs of Europe: At this Time, at this 
critical Time, who of all People in the World 
ſhould find the Means to extricate his Pruffian 
Majeſty out of theſe Difficulties z and by a preſ- 
ſing * Sollicitation at the Court of Petersbourg ſet 


him at Liberty to purſue Views ſo fatal to the 


Cauſe which we make Profeſſion to eſpouſe. 
No one ſurely can 3 2 thoſe very People, 


Jo canvince the Reader, that Great Britain is not hereby 
meant; | will quote Part of the Treaty of Warſaw concluded 
this Year, January the 8th; wherein it is (aid, © That if in 
«© Conſequence of his Po/5 Majeſty the Elector of Saxony's 
"0 Engagements by the preſent Alliance, his States in Germany 
„ ſhou!ld be attack'd, beſides the effeQtive Aſſiſtance the Allies 
. would give for his immediate Defence ; they would uſe their 
him from the Aggreſſor full Satiſ- 
faction for the Damage he may thereby ſuſtain ; and for th's 
* Purpoſe, in Caſe any of the Countries ſhould be ſeized on, 
1 ey ſhall not lay down their Arms untill the ſame be 
„ fully reſtored to him. Art. 7th.” This is a full Proof of our 
friendly Diſpoſition towards his Polis Majeſty : Which will 
farther appear, whenever the Letters, which in this Year 
between the Courts of Petenſbaurg and London come to light, 
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whoſe Schemes to baffle, and Expences to fruſ. 
trate, he looks on his moſt eſſential Intereſt 


as well as Glory, No one ſurely can ſuſpect, 
that thoſe very People ſhould now with a more 


than Chriſtian Charity (which only requires tq 


turn the other Cheek alſo) induſtrioyſly confirm 


that Power in his Hands with which he was about 
to ſcourge them, ſhould pull down with one 
Hand, what they build up with the other, ſhould 


undermine the Queen of Hungary by their Coun- 


cils, while they ſupport her with their Purſe. For 
from ſuch inconſiſtent Conduct what could we ex- 
pect ? I would willingly ſet in the ſtrongeſt Light, 
would give all the Force they are capable of to 
the Arguments which were ſaid to prevail with 
E, and were with great Earneſtneſs preſs'd on the 
Court of Petersbourg for the Attainment of this 
End. It was ſaid that the Treaty of Breflaw was 
renewed by the Courts of London and Pruſſia, to 
which nothing was wanting but the Acceſſion of the 
Queen of Hungary, for whom reaſonable Terms 


were already procured from the King of Pruffia, 


that her Obſtinacy protracted the War, that to 
give her Succour would be an Encouragement ta 
that Obſtinacy, would be kindling up and ſpread- 
ing farther that Flame, which ought to be extin- 
guiſn' d, that if there was no other Remedy for 
2 Obſtinacy, ſhe ought to ſuffer the Conſe- 


- quences of her own Folly, that the War ought to 
be reduced within narrower Limits, in order the 
more eafily to put an End thereto. 
Tho“ the Authors of the Treaty of Hanover 
went upon the Plan of the Treaty of Breflaw, 
and expreſly and avowedly copied after it, it doth 


doth not follow, becauſe the Authors of the one 


Treaty were extremely juſtifiable, were highly 
commendable, that the Authors of the other were 


not highly blameable, It often happens to = 
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Underſtandings to ma imitate Men of great 
Gefiius, in what they think a ſimilar Caſe, with- 
- out ſufficiently conſidering whether the Circum- 
ſtance of one, and the other Caſe entirely correſ- 
3 That the Circumſtances here widely differ, 
T need not mention. The firſt Time that a Truſt 
or Confidence is placed in a Man, if that Perſon 
deceives thoſe who Truft him, the Faulr is gene- 


rally placed to the Account of him who deceives, 
but the ſecond Time of thoſe who truſt, What 


then are we to do? Wage eternal War? No cer- 
tainly, but if an Opportunity offers to reduce ſuch 
a Perſon to an Inability of doing Miſchief, I 
would ſooner truſt to ſuch Inability than his broken 

| Faith, The Spirit which governs the King of 
Pruſſia is from Experience very well known; it is 


very well known that he is a Proteus, whom no 


Engagements but fuperiour Force can bind; what 
1 then has been done by the Renewal of the Treaty 
| of Breſaw,and o—-r wiſe Intrigues at the Court of 
 Petersbourg ? Why? —-took the Czarina— took 
the Elector of Saxony out of our own Scale; and 
out of the Enemies Scale, what did — take? N- 
thing at all. If we made the King of Pruffia an 
apparent Friend, it was eaſily ſeen, that he was 
ſtill a fecret Enemy; that he concealed himſelf 


N 5 only to gain Time, and diſperſe that Tempeſt 


which was gathering on the Side of Naſſa, that 
be would be ready to declare himſelf, as he 
had before done, whenever the Occaſions of 
France ſhould require, when we ſhould not find it 
| ſo eaſy to engage again the Elector of Saxony and 
Carina in our Cauſe. Accordingly we find him 
(if any Credit is to be given to publick Accounts) 
making Preparations, no one (I believe) ſuſpects 
with a Deſign of affiſting the Queen of Hungary; 
but II fear if ſhe finds it poſſible ro puſh her For- 
tune in Provence, and che Neceſſities of France 
airs Gar rag "25" hs 
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urge, to nip (as he for ever will do) our Succeſs 
in the Bud, and blaſt our riſing Hopes. 

And what has been the Conſequences with re- 
gard to the Elector of Saxony, whom — drove, 
| —forced out of our Intereſt, made him pay ſeverely, 
nay, almoſt reduced to Ruin, for engaging in it. 
At preſent there is great Probability of his being 
as cloſely united to France, as the firmeſt of her 

Friends. We do our own Buſineſs, work out 
own Deſtruction by our ill- formed Councils and 
miſtaken Conduct, more effectually than the Ene- 
my. Give me Leave, while I am ſpeaking of the 
Elector of Saxony, to make up the Account more 
compleatly, which I was ſtating, above; for — 
have not only taken the Elector of Saxony out of. 
dur Scele, but placed in the Enemies Scale. If we 
are ſo adroit in the Cauſe of our Enemies, if we 
E 8-7-_- 
linclades ingenioſa ſuas, 

Pho can wonder at our abject State? But I muſt 
not ſo let paſs that tinſel Reaſon, that Mockery- 
of common Senſe, that Impotency of Under- 
ſtanding, by which it is pretended, that keeping 

the Ruſſians out of the War, was the ready Wax 

to ſhorten it. A moſt excellent Method of F 
ſhortening the War, by rejecting new Allies, and 
rendring our old ones ſo weak, as not to be able 
to carry it on! A moſt notable Way of procu- 
ring Peace ! How could it poſſibly ſhorten the 
War, but by our Acceptance of a bad Peace? If 
reg ere the 22 of our As, ” 
was a likely: per. Means of putting an 
to the War, there is Rl a more fikety.” a more 


C0 


proper one by throwing down our Arms, and re- 
ceiving the Law from the Conqueror. I believe 
need not purſue this Point any farther. I hope 
- the Nation will agree, that the moſt proper ** 
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for Britons to have ſought Peace, was by endea- 
vouring at a Superiority over the Enemy. But 
we have ſo bilked and baffied the Deſigns of thoſe 
who were well inclined to our Cauſe, ſo abuſed 
thole who were engaged in it, ſo marred all Things, 
that if Heaven doth not do more for us, than we 
ourſelves can do againſt us, we are irrecoverably 
loſt. The Intereſt of the King of Pruſſa, or, 
what is more material, the Light in which he 
ſees his c yn Intereſt, tho? ſo viſible, ſo obvious, 
has been ſo little underſtood, or if underſtood, 
has been fo little regarded (not I hope upon any 
— Conſiderations which I ſhall immediately mention) 
dy the Directors of our Affairs, that I will ſay a 
Word on this Head,tho* touch'd upon before. It 
ts undeniably our Intereſt to raiſe the Houſe of 
Auſtria to ſuch a Height as to be a Balance to the 
Power of France, and that too as independently as 


mu 1 of the other Princes of Germany. But 


from thence to imagine that it is the Intereit too of 
the Princes of Germany, to fix ſuch a Power in the 
Houſe of Auſtria, is to reaſon for them upon the 
Footing of our own Intereſt, and not of theirs. Ic 
is the Intereſt perhaps of all the Princes in Ger- 
many (and I am afraid it is but too well under- 
ſtood by moſt of them) to depreſs the Houſe of 
Auſtria, and leſſen that Power which many of 
them have ſenſibly felt, and which is capable of 
being exerted on many more Occaſions than that of 


France. It is more particularly and moſt certainly 


the Intereſt of thoſe whoſe moſt conſiderable Ter- 


ritories are remote from France. For it is the 

Proximity of Power, which offends it is the ſame 
in high as in common Life; a Perſon, tho* ever 
ſo opulent, at a Diſtance gives no Uneaſineſs. A rich 
Neighbour is often dreaded. Add to this that the 


King of Pruſſia is in Poſſeſſion of the rich Pro?: 


vince of Sila; to which his original Title is no 
5 more 
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more than a Conqueſt made by a lucky Opporta- 
nity on a Power, when at Liberty infinitely his 


ſuperior. Looking on Things in this Light, can 
any Man doubt that the King of Pruſſia will place 


his Security any where but in the Power and 
Friendſhip of France, and Weakneſs of the Houſe 


of Auſtria, while he has the probable Means of 


effecting it? From this appears the Folly of our 


Meaſures z our ſole Aim is to gain the Superiority 


of France, and _ the leaſt Proſpect of Succeſs 


the King of Pruſſia by his Interpoſition is ſure to 


ruin the Whole; whereas we can never do any 
Thing effectual without becoming Ne both 


to France and Pruſſia; of which the ans and 


Saxons afforded a glorious Opportunity; but it 
was a Pearl before Swine. If we have found Time for 
us wearing a Lock behind, and the Czaring again 
overawing the Pruſſians by her Declarations; 1 


hope ſhe will not be again diſcouraged, tho' Amends 


cannot be made to the Publick for the laſt falſe 
Step. A falſe Step which will coſt this Nation 
| great Troubles and many Millions of vain Ex- 


W 

| There is a Tide in the Affairs of Men 5 
Which taken at the Flood, leads on to Fortune, 

_ Omitted all the Voyage of their Life, 


P bound in Shallows and in Miſeries.— Shakeſp. 
The Saxons are no longer ours, and the Affairs 
of Europe are in many Reſpects very differently 
circumſtanced from what they were at that Time; 


what the Event will be Time only can ſhew. I ſhould 


not know where to find an End was I to enumerate 


all our Misfortunes in the Year 1745, Picciol Giro 
ma largo Campo delle Diſgracie ; but I muſt take 
Notice of the little Care taken to put Offend in a 
proper State of Defence, the only Place capable 


of retarding the Rapidity of the Enemies Con- 


queſts. 
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queſts, It will I ſuppoſe be faid, we could not 
prevail with the Queen of Hungary to do it; I be- 


lieve it; no more than upon any other Perſon in 
any Thing whatſoever, that regards the Advance 
ment of the common Cauſe. I am ſorry there is 
no more Ability, no more Addreſs. With the 
Year 1746, we renew our inſufficient Meaſures 
and tread again the old unavailifig Tract, knowing 
no other Means of carrying on War, but by 


raiſing Money at an e —— Rate at Home in 


order to pay Men to be knock'd on the Head 
Abroad, and ſatiate the Sword of our Enemies 
with Slaughter. This indeed, upon the Principle 
laid down before, is ene Way of putting a ſpeedy 
End to the War ; unn 5 


ſupport it. 
Britons heretofore led on another Road, taught 


| their Allies other Means of finiſhing their Wars z 
I am ſorry now they are forced to learn theſe, I 
| fay forced, for all the World knows it is a Force, 


| both on the S ————— and the P——e; of the 


former this Year furniſhes a flagrant Inſtance, when 


upon the private Intrigues of the Cabal M —y 
was threatned with P. 6 


Menaces of Exchange- Alley affaulted the Palace. 


But I hope, notwithſtanding their great Diſcoveries 


in Politicks, and new Methods of effecting a Peace, 


that theſe Gentlemen do not think that the bad 
| he yarn ye they have brought the Nation into 
give a Sanction to a bad Peace, that Miſchief 
— Miſchief will excuſe Miſchief, or the 


Commiſſion of an old Fault juſtify a recent one: 


If they entertain this Notion, or flatter themſelves 
with this Security, I hope there will be Spirit 


enough riſe in the People, to convince them of 
their Error. 


But-to proceed to the Adminiftration of Affairs 


of the Year 1746, It is no Secret that the M 
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Tranſactions at this Time afford a large Field for 


Obſervations. But ſome certain Abuſes were of too 


great a Magnitude for me to purſue, common Pru- 


dence dictates to decline giving my Thoughts con- 
cerning thoſe who received certain Propoſals, who 
approved, who confirmed. But on one Hand, if 
the Greatneſs of the Evil, which impoſes Silence 
gives me for my Country's Sake Concern ; on the 
and, the Silence gives me very little, becauſe 
the Enormity cannot be latent, and the People, 


cannot but be excited by their Diſtreſs to inform 


themſelves if immenſe Sums have not been ſquan- 


dred away on the Dregs of Mankind in a Time of 


publick Want. *Tis the greateſt Degree of Servi- 


| tude where the Senſes are held in Slavery as well 


as the Perſons, when People are forced to allow, 


to affirm, to deliberately determine, that Wrong 


is Right, and Right is Wrong, or Five a leſs 
Number than Four. There is ſomething more 
manly, leſs ſhocking to human Nature, when the 
fame Ends are attained by direct and arbitrary 
Command. How happy are we who are ſo free 
From any ſuch State; amongſt whom impartial En- 
quiries always prevail, and are as certain to be fol- 
 Jowed by impartial Judgments. But was it not 
_ aſtoniſhing that a Sett of dirty Money Jobbers, 
_ thoſe Harpies of the State, who were glutting them- 


| ſelves with the Blood of their almoſt expiring Coun- 


try, would have the Aſſurance to dictate to the Na- 


tion, who ſhould be the Mr, like Roman Le- 


could ſtrike the moſt advantageous Bargain: What 
a miſerable State is poor England reduced to, if a 
few Brokers have really this Power? What a Cre- 
dit to our M rs to hold from ſuch Maſters; 


and yet this was great Matter of Triumph, till 
Time expoſed the Nakedneſs of our M rsõ, 
and the Bargain of their Protector s. 7 
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The Profuſion of publick Money ſo exceeds all 
Meaſure, that one would think the Conductors 
of our Affairs entire Strangers to that trite Maxim, 
that Money is the Sinews of War.“ 
deed it is of every Thing elſe, in which laſt our 

Mrs ſeem to the Misfortune of their Country, 


to be pretty great Adepts. For Favour and In- 
tereſt is purchaſed in every Part beginning from 
Places, which I will avoid mming, down, through 
| all the Offices where the great Buſineſs is Jobs 
cConnived at by Superiors, down to the low uncon- 
Y Afſcionable Dealers of Exchange- Alley ; and ſtill lower, 
if any Thing can be more ſo, this is the extenſive 
Bottom, is the ſo much boaſted broad Bottom; 

this the Baſis of the preſent happy Adminiſtra- 
tion. I will mention an Inſtance not for its Par- 

ticularity but for its Newneſs, as the Abuſe, which 

I believe is not older than this War with France, 
is again renewed at this Inſtant of my Writing. 
The Commiſſioners for managing the Lottery uſed 


to receive a hundred Pounds for their Trouble ; 
and this was I believe a pretty ample Recompence, 


at leaſt, for ſome of them, who never attended at 
all. But now their Salaries are increaſed to 1507. 


for which I know no Reaſon but that too general 
one amongſt Placemen, L' appetit vient q mangeant, 


| This perhaps will be lock 'd upon as a Trifle and 


grand Im- 

portance; but when one reflects on the Multitude 

of Abuſes with which this Nation is over-run, the 
Sum Total is not only conſiderable but amazing, 


_ conſidered by itſelf, I own it is of no 


nor to be parallePd in any other Coun 


If thoſe who receive the publick * make 


light of theſe Affairs, I am ſure the Neceſſities of 
thoſe who pay, will not ſuffer them ſo to do. 


The entire Liſt would furniſh large Volumes. 
This now mentioned is only diſtinguiſh'd as the 


Abuſe of the Day; * every Day producing 
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new. But to paſs from the private to the publick” 
Uſes of public Money. At this Time we took 
18,000 Hanoverians into Britiſh Pay. On which 
Occaſion J cannot reſtrain (how late ſoever my 


Countrymen on their R 


teration of ſome of the 


Congratulations come) from congratulating my 


N a econciliation, on the Renewal 
of Friendſhip and Amity, on the entire Obli- 


greateſt Feuds and Ani- 


moſities which have @f late Years been raiſed in 
this Country. But general Compliments will not 


ſuffice on this great Occaſion. 


I muſt in particular 


congratulate a certain Sett of Gentlemen, on that 


Dawn of Light which now ope 
derſtandings, which ſhews us the Fallibility 


ned on their Un- 


of hu- 


man Preception, ſince we find ourſelves ſome- 
times miſtaken in thoſe very Points, in which we 
thought ourſelves moſt clear. But nunquam ſera 


et ad bonos mores via. And as is declared in a 


publick Manner by a Liſt of very honourable as 
well. as very diſtinguiſhing Gentlemen. There is 
nothing more becoming a Gentleman, than to ac- 
knowledge himſelf to be in the wrong, as ſoon as 

he is ſenſible that he is ſo, &c. This great and 
grave Authority will I hope ſecure me againſt any 
malign Interpretation, and that it will be admitted 
our new Miniſters have acquired Glory by the 
Change, and glorious before their Change, all the 


World allowed the 
End then glorious. 


zoverian Troops. ot the Year 1744 and the preſent _ 


Were. 


From Beginning to 


hat would one more? Some 
pretended there was a Diſtinction between Ha- 


Year. And it muſt be granted there was a Diſ- 


18880 tinction, which was only this m the Year 1744: 


we paid 16, ooo Hanoverians; and it was at the 


ſame Time 


ſhould furniſh 6000 on his own Account. 
Year we pay 18,000 exactly at the ſame Rate 


® See the Letter of the Court Martial, 


agreed that the Elector of Hanover 


T his 
as 
We 


Pl 


(8) I 
we did 16,000 in the Year 1744; but the Troops 
to be furniſh*d on the Part of the Elector of Hanover, 


were this Year forgotten. In 1744 we had in Effect 
22,000, this Year but 18,000 ; ſo that in Reality 
FC W more Money for fewer Men. 
Under the ſame Directors our Succeſs in Flanders 
chis Year was much the ſame as the laſt. Great 
Expectations were raiſed here in England, mighty 
Threats were thrown out, of what would be done, 
if the French but dared to come out of their In- 
trenchments : They did come out: And what 
then? Why ? they beat us out of our Intrench- 
ments, In this Action, notwithſtanding our Boaſts 
of the Number of effective Men to be brought 
into the Field, the Sum Total of our Forces fell 
very ſhort of 60,000. The French heretofore ſung 
Te Deum's for our Victories: We are by one De- 
gree more moderate; we allow them the Victory 
and only Claim the Advantage. What mighty 
_ Conſequences are we not to expect if Victory ever 
falls to our Lot when our Defeat has been fo fatal 
to our Enemies? If we do ſo great Things when 
Fortune croſſes, what ſhall we not do when ſhe 
ſmiles ? I wiſh my Countrymen would leave this 
trifling: There is no good in this palliating. No 
Man would contend with more Eagerneſs than 
myſelf, for what would be of real Uſe to my 
Country: But what boots it to deceive ourſelves, 
we cannot deceive the World: We only add Ri- 
dicule to Misfortune by endeavouring to diſguiſe it. 
But it is pretended that our Defeat was attended 


with no ill Conſequences. Good Gods! A De- 
feat attended with no ill Conſequences! In what 


World do we live ? What new Ideas! By what 

| Means did this ſtrange Event come to paſs ? Is 
not the Action itſelf, the very Defeat inſeparable _ 
from ill Conſequences ſufficient and too many? 


Doth it not diſcredit us with our Allies, abate the 
. Spirit 
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3 1 
Spirit of the Soldiery, and leſſen their Confidence 
in their Leaders: How difficult is it for Troops 
beat once, and again to face the Enemy with the 
ſame Expectation of Succeſs, on which Bravery 
greatly depends. Had the Victory been ours, it 
might have procured us Friends, of which 1 
think we have ſome want, and engaged thoſe 
heartily in the Cauſe who are now afraid, and whoſe | 
Fear is a dead Weight upon us. Is the Loſs of 
this Advantage inconſiderable? But how came it 
attended with no more ill Conſequences? The 
French had already done almoſt every Thing, had 
Sone to the utmoſt Bounds, nor had where to pur- 
ſue without Hoſtily entering the Territories of their 
good Friends the Dutch. For I think we retired | 
there, and ſought Protection in a neutral Country: 
Is then our Security that we have no more to loſe, 
are fallen to the Ground, and are ſafe in the Low- 
neſs of our State? Till the French think fit to create 


new Enemies, by delaring War againſt the Dutch, 


or force them (if they think it for their Advantage) 
to a more abject Subſerviency. I wiſh 1 could 
leſſen in Fact the Advantage of the Enemy. But 


| what will Words or falſe Colouring avail; the Mis- 


chief will ſtill remain, and is not ſo to be removed. 
Tis more eligible that the People ſhould be in- 
formed of their true State, ſhould know that their 
Power is delivered into Captivity, and their 
Strength into the Enemies Hands ;** that ſenſible 
of their Situation they may make ſome Effort for 
the Salvation of their Country. I have taken ſome 
Pains to Point out in this Treatiſe what appears to 
be the true Intereſt of this Country, and the only 
Means to obtain Succeſs: I have no other Vier 
than the Good of my Country: No Attachment to 
any particular Man, nor will to any who ſhall 
nat ſhew himſelf both capable and willing to ſerve 
his Country. 1 


2 (37) . 

That at preſent our Councils and Meaſures are 
inſufficient. Facts and a conſtant Train of ill Suc- 
ceſs give a melancholy Proof. For if our Mis- 
fortunes are not owing to our Councils, to what 

are they owing? If to want of Force and Sup- 
plies, why was 4— H ſquander'd to main- 
tain certain Perſons in their Places at Home in ſpite 
of their P——, which ought to have been em- 
ployed, if it could have been ſpared by the 

eople, on our Operations Abroad? Or why is 
not more Care taken that the Numbers ſhould be 
compleat? There is one principal Cauſe of our 
Calamities; there are thoſe who know, who have 
experienced the Truth of what I am going to ſay; 


if a Man is forward to undertake whatever is pro- 


poſed for want of Diſcernment of the Difficulties, 
| luch a Man is the Perſon for our Miniſtry's Pur- 
poſe, but if the Miniſtry are told their Schemes 
will not execute, if Difficulties are ſtarted, the 
| Perſon who ſtarts them is judged ip/o facto incapa- 
ble of doing Service, Whereas it ſeldom happens 
"that Difficulties are ſurmounted in Practice, which 
have not been previouſly raiſed, and well confader- 
ed in Council. I hope there are Men of this 
Country able to render Service to it, that Spirit 


and Underſtanding is not totally decayed in this 


Nation, and loſt from among us, that there are 
Men left, fit for military Operations, but the 
moſt nice, the moſt difficult Diſcernment is that 


of Mankind; and yet without that Diſcernment 
nothing is more evident, than that all Things will 


moſt likely go to Ruin, and the Unfitneſs of Per- 
| ſons and Things confound all Meaſures. But we 
are ſo far from diſcerning from having an Inſight 
into the Abilities and Diſpoſitions of Men, that we 
have ſeen the great Authors of our Misfortunes 
not only protected from Juſtice, but after fatal 
Experience of their Conduct, preferred to Day 


FF 
and high Truſt. The Expedition to Port Lorient 
will be famous as long as Engliſh Hiſtory ſhall 


| I am at a Loſs to account for this Diverſion 


as it was called, a Diverſion it was (I am ſorry to 
ſay it) to all who wiſh us ill. Some pretended 
that the Report univerſally credited the laſt Spring 

af an immenſe Damage done by a Conflagration, 

was look' d upon by our Miniſters, as a certain 
Omen of a future Event, and that fluſh'd by this 
Hope alone, without knowing or enquiring whe- 
ther Port Lorient was a Place of Defence, what 
Cannon was neceſſary, what was the Approach, 


without confidering the well-known Dangers of 


the Bay of Biſcay, undertook the Accompliſh- 
ment of this kind of Prediction. Tho* I find 
| eeing, that our Miniſters 


great Difficulty in agr 


could be infatuated to ſuch a Degree, by this 
Superſtition, I ſhould be glad to hear any tolera- 
ble Reaſon aſſigned, for ſo precipitate, fo raſh an 
Undertaking, tho' the Thing is paſt, and has ſo 
"miſerably failed, becauſe it would in ſome little 
Degree appeaſe the Minds of People, and relieve 
them from their dreadful Apprehenſions of future 
Conduct. We have done Damage to the Amount 
of ſome few thouſands of Pounds to the French, 


at the Expence of ; a Million to ourſelves, and ri- 


. diculoully kick'd againſt the Pricks. It is ſaid, that 
the firſt Project was to ſecond ſome Attempts 
which the People of New England were to make 
on the French in thoſe Parts, which is not impro- 
bable for (if I am not greatly miſinformed) this 
Secret Expedition to Canada was expreſly men- 
_ tioned in the Commiſſions made out for ſome Offi- 

cers, which were at that Time ſhewn about Town. 


How this Plan came to be laid aſide, and the 
People of New England fruſtrated in their Hopes 


and Expences, I am totally ignorant, After this 


a ane - tet 1 8 | a a . Py as. 
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fathomable, and their Unde 
out. But I am afraid this Affair will not ſo end, 


ratical Kind of Warfare, is ruinous to 
Perſons, and trifling as to the Whole. I heartily 
compaſſionate thoſe who live near our own Coaſt, 


vn 


the Affair went thro* various Metamorphoſes, and 


while our Miniſters fat brooding on a vaſt Abyſs 
of Ignorance, Orders were ſucceeded by Counter- 
Orders, till the World were tired with I 


| whenat length, by a kind of falſe Conception, this 
| notable Scheme was produced. As to what re- 
gards the Naval Part of this Expedition, It is fad, 


that the Admiral in his Voyage overſhot his Port, 
having miſtaken the Iſle of Belleifle for La Crate, 


the Place of Rendezvous, to recover which he was 
obliged to beat a whole Day to Windward, and 
thereby alarmed the Coaſt. But upon Concluſon of 


this grand Enterpriſe, the Hurry was ſo great, that 
the Admiral ſent Notice to the Land Forces, that 


if they did not reimbark unmediately, he ſhould 
= d to fail without them, nor was there 
Time found to give the Ships a Place of Rendez- 

vous, by which Means Major B —— who was 


ſeparated with ſome Tranſports from the Fleet by 


We Streſs of Weather, was forced to return to England 
to get Information concerning the Admiral. Upon 


| the whole, one may venture to declare, that the 
Wiſdom of the Directors of our Affairs is un- 


paſt finding 


and I could wiſh that when our Forces could do 
nothing effectual, with r 


they had not done what is ineffectual with regard 
= War, had not pillaged the Coaſt, which pi- 


to the Lot of ſome whom it will probably fall to 
make Retaliation, to pay ſeverely for this impo- 


tent unavailing Moleſtation of the Enemy. As I 


am expreſly treating of the Conduct of the War, 


4 muſt not let paſs unnoticed the Diſcipline of 


the wy Thae Effeminacy which has unſtrung 


the 
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the Nerves, unmanned the Vigour of our Marine, 


is a Prodigy, which I hope future Ages will 


wonder at as much as the preſent; for I hope it will 
never be parallel'd while Time endures, Whence 
this Diſgrace, in that Part of our Strength which 
uſed to be our Glory and Pride, the Envy and 
Terror of the reſt of the World? The Extin- 


guiſhment of Liberty, uſually extinguiſhes all 
Virtues together with it. Nay —— all Virtues 
muſt be extinguiſh'd before Liberty can be ſo, 


or the People made to bend to the Yoke; yet 


perſonal Bravery is generally the laſt. But in a 


Country where Virtue and Liberty go Hand in 
Hand, where National Probity and Freedom ſup- 

| Port each other, how came theſe abject Sentiments 
to prevail? Particular Inſtances other Times have 
. fo prov but this grand Defection is entirely new ; 

2 former Days the Evil was timely prevented, but 


ſince that unhappy Ara, February 1743-4, it has 


been nurſed up and encouraged by Impunity. This 
has been the Root of that Evil which has ſo di- 


ſtreſs d our Naval Affairs. 
The Protection given by relncigal Men of the 


State, the Honours ſhewn immediately on his 
Arrival to an Officer of conſiderable Rank, ſent 
Home under an Accuſation of Crimes of the high- 
eſt Nature, were enough to confound all Ideas of 
Right and Wrong. And what has ſince been done, 
. has but * increaſed the Evil. But this is not the 
Sum Total. If en one Hand there are Complaints 
of Acquittals, on the other Hand there are Com- 
plaints of a quite different Nature, With how 
much Grounds let Captain Weſt's Defence tell as 


well as the 19th Article of the fighting Inſtructi- 


ons, which requires the Van of our Fleet to ſteer 


with the Van of the Enemy, and appoints no 


Signal, be cauſe it i$ aways to Le done, when the 


* Enemy 


gde the Remarks on Mr. Leftect*, Sent:nce, Printed ſor 
. ebb, near St. Paul's. 
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Enemy ſteers to Windward, that very Act. of tlic 
Enemy 1s in place of a Signal, is the Signal. As 
to a later Trial, I will juſt touch on ſome of the 
Reſolutions, * to which the (= M — came 
previous to giving Sentence. They are curious, 
and ſo extraordinary, that I would fain flatter my 
ſelf, that the like will never appear again. They 
come to a Reſolution, «© 'That no Direction was 
„given to the Fleet the Night of the 1oth of 
'« February 1743, by the Night Signal then made 
to form the Line of Battle, and to bring and 
keeping the Line. And theDay Signal for forming 
the Line abreaſt, ceaſed toB a Signal by ceaſing 7 
*< to be viſible.” A Fog may render a Signal inviſi- 
ble, and yet no Officer I delicꝰe would think the Sig- 
nal ceaſed to be a Signal becauſe it ceaſed to be viſible, 
but on the contrary would continue in the Execu- 
tion till he was otherwiſe directed. Article th, 
3d Paragraph. The Court are of Opinion, that 
after the Frexch Admiral made more ſail, and 
0 went ahead of his Majeſty's Fleet the 1 ith of 
February, the Admiral.a&ed in Breach of his 
„Duty, and brought his Majeſty's Fleet into 
„ improper Danger, by bearing down on the 
Rear of the Enemy's Fleet, and engaging the 
«© Spaxiſh Admiral; whereby the Van of his 
<< Majeſty's Fleet, and the Rear of the Enemy's 
<< Fleet were reſpectively oppoſed at unequal Ad- 
vantage. Compare this Opinion with the Opi- 
nion delivered Article 7th, Paragraph 5th. “ The 
«+ Court are of Opinion, that it was the Admiral's 
<« Duty to have returned with the Namur to the 
„Engagement with the Real, tho* he had four 
% Ships inactive in the Rear of his Diviſion“. 
By the firſt of theſe Opinions, it is declared, 
that the Admiral oppoſed che Rear ot the Enemy 
G with 


* See the Reſolutions of the Court Martial, Se Printed ſor 
*#. Webb, near St. . 


tired out of the Line, to avoid being run foul 


(42) 
with too many Ships, and their Van with too T 


few. How conſiſtent this is with the other Po- 
fition, viz, That the Admiral after having re- he 


of by the Marlborough, inſtead of advancin 8 _ 
towards the Van of the Enemy (as he did in 2 
order to engage the Hercules, "which was the | ath 
Ship then ahead of the Real) ought to have : 


=. to the Engagement of the Real in the 
Rear, I will leave to the Gentlemen who com- he] 
poſed the Court Martial to reconſider, tho? 
their preſent Conſideration can make very little 


_ amends to the unfortunate Admiral. Nor will VE 
it be any excuſe to ſay, that the Marlborough. 
being unaſſiſted by the Ships aſtern, Mr. Adr 
M,, ought in Conſideration of their De rial, 


fault, to have returned to the Engagement © ae 
the Real, for if he could have ſeen, or had 
been informed of their Miſbehaviour, this ſurel 
was not the Method to have been taken. No 
The Admiral ought in ſuch Caſe to have appoint 
ed other Commanders of thoſe Ships. But 
was I to make Obſervations of this Sort, ot 
| Compariſons of the Diſagreement of one Refo 
lution with an another, a Volume would ſcaree 
ſuffice. How ſurpriſing ſo ever this may be 1 
Matters of mere Judgment, ſomething morg 
ſtrange ſtill remains. For in Matters of Fact, on 
finds the Fact ſtated in one Reſolution entire! 
different from what it is in another, and that toe 
in very material Points. For Inſtance, 
3d Reſolution on the 1 3th Article ſays, 
"Reſolved unanimouſly, that it has appeared t 
the Court, that the Vice- Admiral and his Divi 
ſion did Chace the Enemy on the 15th of Februa 


in the Morning, in Conſequence of a Signal fron 
the Admiral. 


Th 
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This Fact as here ſtated effeQually deſtroys Mr. 
Mathews's Defence, who. ſays, he diſcontinued 
the Chace in Obedience to his Inſtructions, For 
here the Queſtion ariſes, why then did you renew 
the Chace the next Morning ? Was it not equally 
contrary to your Iuſtructions on the Morning of the 
13th, as the Night before? For a Signal to the 
Vice-Admiral to Chace with his Diviſion could 
have been given with no other Deſign but to attack 
the Enemy, but in the 1oth Reſolution on the 
15th Article it is, VV 

Refolved unanimouſly, that it has appeared to 
the Court, that the Signal made by the Admiral on 
the 13th of February in the Morning, was for the 
Admiral to ſend out Ships to Chace. How mate, 
rial, how eſſential is this Difference? For the In- 
tention of ſending out Ships to Chace, was only 
to deſcry what thoſe Ships were, which the Vice- 
Admiral made the Signal for ſeeing; This ſingle 
Inſtance, I think may ſtand in the Place of many. 
After this I think it is unneceſſary to ſay any thing 
more on this Subject. I hope if there has been any 
' Miſtake, it has been a Miſtake of the Head, and 

not of the Heart; that we ſhall never ſee the 

Time when a Miniſter's Will ſhall become the 
Rule of Judgment, his Favour or Reſentment the 
| Meaſure of Juſtice, his Word the Stamp which 
ſhall fix pretended Merit or Diſgrace on Mens 
Characters, for ſuch an Uſurpation muſt ſoon 
create a Dependency, deſtructive of all Notions of 
Honour and Spirit, and fatal to the Welfare and 
Liberties of the Country wherever it ſhall prevail. 
Hanging out Terrors on one Hand to thoſe who 
do right, giving Encouragement on the other to/ 
thoſe who do wrong, cannot fail of ſinking a 
State into the moſt- deſpicable Condition. There 
is yet another Light, in which we ought to view 
the Proceedings of a certain C. M. for when J 

WE in, 1 conſider 
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conſider the Attack made on a Court of Juſtice, 
and the Manner on which that Attack was ſupport- 
ed, I cannot forbear extending my Views farther 
than that Court-Martial. The Land Force kept 
ap in this Kingdom, has introduced a Change 
which has long given great Apprehenſion to all 
thoſe who have any Regard to our ancient Conſti- 
tution. It has done more: It has given Terror to 
 fome leſt the Military Power ſhould grow too 

ſtrong for the Civil Magiſtrate z and tho' the 
Navy has never been look'd on as carrying with 

it any Degree of Danger to our Conſtitution, for 
that very Reaſon in ſome Cafes it may be the 
moſt proper Means to prepare the Way to begin 
the Prelude, to make the Experiment how far 


Thiggs will bear, But happy it was for us that 


know, that after all, in order to obtain what is 


Things were not prepared on all Hands to cam- 
pleat our Misfortunes, that a Perſon of Reſolu- 
tion and Spirit, able and willing to repulſe the 
Inſult, and withſtand the Attempts of Men how- 
ever great and powerful by their Party, or employs 

preſided in that Court, But to return to the Dit- 
couragement and Hardſhips of our Seamen, who 
with too great Reaſon complain of the immenſe 
Navy Debt, and their uncome-at-able Arrears. 
With what Reluctance muſt they enter into the 
Service, with what Ill-will execute it when they 


indiſputably their Due, their hardly earned Wages, 
they are obliged to uſe a tireſome Sollicitation of- 
many Years, for which their Wages when obtain- 
cd are ſometimes ſcarce an Equivalent, This I 
_ readily believe gives great Concern to ſome of 
high Station in that Office, as I am perſuaded 
every thing doth, which is afflictive of this Coun- 
try, but in the preſent Diſpoſition of Affairs it is 
unavoidable. OTE 


_ . The 


1 : 
The Marines and the Nation are both abuſed, by 


the long Detention of their Pay in the Hands of 


Adminiſtration ; and to make the Marines ſome 


Amends, the Nation is further abuſed, as their 


Victualling is not deducted out of their Subſiſtence 


Money, Their long Arrears, I own, are in ſome 
, Meaſure, tho? not altogether, occaſion'd by their 


orig nal Eſtabliſhment ; but then, why were they 
firit put? why are they now continued on ſuch a 
Foot? Another Method by which this Debt has been 


carried to ſuch a Heighth, is very extraordinary, 
when the Adminiſtration avowedly intend to employ 
' 50000 Seamen, they aſk a Proviſion for 40000 


only. It is pretended in“ Excuſe for this proceed- 


ing, that it is impoſſible to find Funds, to raiſe 
Money for the remaining 10000. & 


Is it poſſible to imagine, that 


Home as Abroad, on an infinite Number of Ar- 
ticles have been ſo laviſh of Britiſb Money? Will 


their own particular avowed Diſtreſs as Miniſters 
4 not willingly ſuppoſe that Character 
entirely forgot by them) never teach them more 
Wiſdom? Is not this a very pretty Account of the 
State, into which they have confeſſedly brought 
the Nation, and into what till worſe State they are 


(for I woul 


bringing it? Is not this Acknowledgment of public 
Neceſſity, a molt preſſing Argument for OEcono- 
my ? Is it not a high Aggravation of thoſe in- 


Bargains, by which the Publick has been ſo great 
a Loſer ? When the Public cannot pay its neceſſa- 


ry Expences, muſt it wantonly and idly. laviſh 
away hundreds of thouſands on the Dregs of Man- 

®* Tho'in the late War $000 Marines went ta making up the 
40,000 Seamen: And the reaſonable Way of reforming now, 
would be by making a better Uſe of fewer Men: Yet this very 
_ Excuſe is evidently ill-feunded, as new Funds have been eſta · 
dlith'd fince this Practice began, and more 1 fear will be ſo. 


this Argument _ 
is made uſe of by the ſame individual Perſons, 
who in ſeveral Inſtances as well of Contracts at 


C7 - - 
kind, this Blood-letting to feed Leeches, was it 


not cruel in ſo low a State? Is it not too aſtoniſn- 


ing, that when we ayowedly ſtrain ſo much beyond 
our Strength, we have not the Addreſs to engage 
our Neighbours to do more. +> 
| In the late War the Dutch furniſh'd ac- 
cording to their own + Account, ſome Years 56, 


very few in the Time of the Rebellion, which too 


were withdrawn ſuddenly when moſt wanted) what 
Service they have done in the preſent War, what 
Ships of the Enemy taken, or even engaged, 
would give me a Pleaſure, which I fear I ſhall not 
ſoon receive? Some alledge that leaving this 


Money to be paid at a future Time, is an Eaſe 
to the preſent. If it is an Eaſe, if Men can be fa- 


tisſied while their Affairs go on in this Manner, 
tis an Eaſe that muſt neceſſarily be productive of 
great Uneaſineſs. For by theſe Means, if Things 
can be had, what is one Day or other to be paid 
for them, is little regarded, and it is with the 
Public in that Reſpect, as with a private Man. 


If a private Man dreads or ſhuns the Inſpection 
of Accounts, has no Attention to the Rates by 


which he Contracts, for. what he wants Experience MW 
ſhews, that the moſt affluent Fortune is not equal | 
to this Neglect, and how Gentleman-like ſoever 


it may be, no Man I believe will pretend it is 


prudent. If Affluence cannot ſupport ſuch Ma- 
nagement, how ſhall we oppreſs'd with Poverty do 
it? It is well known, that the Want of Credit (nor 
can it be otherwiſe in the Nature of Things) great | 
ly encreaſes the Price of Things, and this nat yoo 

| : | | | | | the 


I The Commiſſioners of che Admiralty in 171 made the Num- 
ber in one particular Year amount to 11 only; and in others 


always very ſhort of the Dutch Account. But a: the Dutch ob- 
ſerved, the North Sea was omitted, the Care of which was 


for ſame Years left almoſt entirely to them. 


+ 


and never leſs than 40 Ships of the Line. To 
hear what Ships they have furniſh*d (except a 
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theSupernumerary 10, ooo only, but likewife upon the 


40,000 ; ſo that, if there was an Eftabliſhment of 


50,000, the very ſaving which might with proper 


AK conomy be made, would amount to near as much 


as the Charge of the additional 10,000. And the 


2 augmented Account muſt in ſome little Time 


made up if the Publick intend to maintain any 


Credit; and the Difference of To-day or To 
morrow is not ſo conſiderable, for I ſuppoſe we 
don't imagine to find Credit given us to be account- 
ed for in the next Age. So that we lazily fit 


Abrood to hatch Miſchief for ourſelves. But the 


Head, by what Authority this is done? Unfore- 
ſeen Accidents, Contingencies unexſpected may 
plead the Excuſe of Expences incurred, tho* not 
Purpoſe of running the Nation * in Debt without 
conſent of Parliament, is a Meaſure that ought to 
be anſwered for, eſpecially when it diſtreſſes and 
cramps the publick Service fo much, as in the Caſe of 
the Navy. Add to this, that a ſtrangeSupineneſs or un- 
fortunate Attention to eſtabliſning perſonal Intereſt 
dy perſonal Gratifications, prevails in all our Af- 
fairs. For Inſtance, inſtead of ſupplying Portma- 
bon with Sulphur directly from Italy, we purchaſe 


N for. But a Seit avowed and deſi 


it here in Englang in order to ſend there, by 


which we unneceſſarily pay the Profit of the 
| Merchant here, and the Freight back to the Medi- 

terranean. But Miniſters have their Convenieney in 
the Increaſe of the publick Debts, in the ſame Pro- 
portion as the Publick its Inconveniency their Power 
encreaſes together with it, and a great many other 


Purpoſes are ſerved, Diſcount on Navy Bills will 


{ſometimes produce mare Intereſt in a few _ 5 


» This has been declared heretofore. an illegal PraQice, and 


dangerous Invaſion of the Rights of Parliamen, and an Att:mpt 
which differs very little from levying Money without Conſent of 


Parliament. 


' Publick I think has a Right to be informed on this 


| on 
+ 
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than other Means in ſome Years: But this is not all 
the Seaman has to complain of; for during ſo great 
Delay, many Accidents may and no doubt do fall 
out. So that a great deal of Money muſt for 
Want of Claim be abſolutely loſt to the Seamen, 
and ſunk in the Purſe of the Government. 

While I am writing I am pleaſed to catch at the 


News of intended Reformations, which are ſaid 


to be in Conſequence of ſome Enquires made laſt 


Year. In the Enquiries, however, of laſt Year, 
I do not hear there was any Notice taken of the 
Difference of Expence between Horſe and Dra- 


goons, tho? that Evil has been otherwiſe often and 
much complained of. The Difference between the 


Eſtabliſhments, for the Horſe Dragoons and Foot 


for laſt Year, and former Eſtabliſhments during 


all the laſt War, till after the Peace of Utrecht for 
the like Numbers, will appear upon Compariſon 
to have amounted to 128,829/7, 135. (which is 
more than a ſeventh of the whole Expence) not in- 
cluding the encreaſed annual Charge of the Forces at 

| Portmabon, Gibraltar, and the Plantations, the Higb- 


land Regiments, Invalids, and independent Com- 


2 nor the 15 new raiſed Regiments. The 
ike Difference upon the ten Regiments of Marines 
amounted to 13, 086 J. 135. 4 d. and the Dif- 
ference on the Garriſons to 13,07% J. 54.3, which 
is more than a Third of the whole Expence of the 
_ Garriſons. Thepreſent * ſaving upon breaking Part 
of the Horſe and raifing Dragoons in their Stead, as 
The Difference between the Pay of the Number of 


Men contained in two Troops of Horſe Guzrds, and Wade's, 
Mountague's, and Honeywood"s Horſe. according to their Eſta- 
 bliſkments ; and the Pay of the like Number of D:agoons, ac- 
cording. to their Eſtabliſhment, would amount to about 45,000 


| 2 Annum which, if it was to take Place immediately, would 
the ſ.ving. This I meaticn, becauſe I am ſure our Miniſtry 


do not ſta K — of 7 fict us Credit, which has been 
aimed at ina low Way, by giving in the publick Papers a falſe 
Account of this as well az tome other Things, Yew 
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the Men taken from the Eſtabliſhment are many 
of them put upon Penſions ; and the raiſing Dra- 
goons will coſt a conſiderable Sum in Levy Money, 
I cannot now compute any more than the ſavi 
which is talk'd of by taking away the Colonels 
and Lieutenants Colonels of Marines, till it ſhall 
be known, what Conſideration they are to re- 
ceive. Whenever it ſhall be thought proper to re- 
gulate the Dragoons or Foot in any Articles con- 
firmable to former Eſtabliſhments, ſuch Reforma- 
tion will be of conſtant Benefit to the Publick, 
till the Abuſes are renewed, or other Innovations 
ſhall ariſe, becauſe they are likely to be kept on 
Foot after the War: For I fear we ſhall never ſee 

thoſe Times which our Forefathers have ſeen; 
when an Army in Time of Peace would have been 
| look'd on with Amazement, - would have been 

| look'd on as an entire Diſs——n of the C—-n; 
but Circumſtances are ſtrangely altered. Many 
other Things have been repreſented as may be 
ſeen in the R-—, but notwithſtandigg the great 


and undoubted Authority, upon which they have 


been made public, and ſpread thro* the Nation, 
what has been done? Amongſt other Things, 
Complaints have been made of the want of Checks 
to prevent falſe Muſters. But there can be no 
other Checks upon falſe Muſters, but the Care of 
a Miniftry ; oe let what Laws will be made 
againſt any Abuſes, the Effect will be according 
to the Adminiſtration of thoſe Laws, and in 
Proportion to the Spirit and public Zcal of thoſe 
who are, inveſted with Power. The ſingle Power 
of Placing and Diſplacing is ſutficient without 
particular Laws for this Purpoſe, and thoſe who 
depend on the Favours or Frowns of Miniſters 
will govern themſelves thereby. They have in- 
deed made one Exam * and are juſt * 
— * * lay 
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ſay with Gippius, Non omnibus dormio. Tho' 
they had probably flept in that Inſtance, if the 
'C had not pulled them by the Ear, and 
awakened them by publiſhing that very Caſe to 
the World, I ſhould be ſorry to be too rigid; 1 
would not knowingly commit myſelf to the Ha- 
zard of ſuch Imputation; for, far from depriving 
our Miniſtry of any Praiſe, I would gladly che- 
riſh with Commendation, any Diſpoſition to do 
Good to the People; but Facts, I think, will ſuf- 

fiently ſecure me againſt any Appearance of too 
great Auſterity, will amply juſtify what I fay. 
There is no Proportion between the little Aﬀec—n, 
which we ſhew on one Hand of OEconomy, and 
our vaſt Prodigality on the other; I will not 
now enter into Particulars, which would however 


be of great Conſideration, was it not for Things | 


of ſtill much greater Conſideration; I have 
touch'd on ſome Things already, and perhaps 
may do more ſome other Time, but, at preſent, a 


greater Caze preſſeth for what is the whole Ex- | 


| Pence of each Year, the many Millions we annu- 
ally lay out, but a laviſh Profuſion of the Public 


Money, while our Schemes are ſo inadequate to 


our Ends, that there is no human Probability of 
Succeſs, and the People ſtill from Time to Time 
become _ T7 OY ores cn 5 bt 


Dedecorum pretioſus emp! 7 
There is wanting to this Country not a light and 
deluſory but a great and thorough Reformation, 


not only Reformation, but Addreſs and Policy. 


Citeia was uſed to proſtitute his Wiſe for Gain, and 
counter ſeit Sleep during the Viſits of her Gallants, but when a 


Perſon came whom he did not like, he would ſaddenly ſtart up 
5 with theſe Words, Non omnibus dormio, * 


LY 
Theſe are the only Means by which Bri itgin or 
any other Nation can thrive. At preſent we are 
ill-grounded, we are wrong in Fundamentals. 

Good Gods ! What probably will be the Conſe- 
quence of either an inactive or an active Cam- 
paign. Inaction will be terrible to a People 
already exhauſted. Action in the Situation we 
are unſupported by Allies, ſelf-deceived in Num- 
bers, will, I fear, but add to our Misfortunes. If 
thoſe who command ſhall be ableto ſurmount ſuch 
Difficulties, it will greatly redound to their Ho- 
nour; the Nation will be proportionably in- 
debted for ſuch Services, but the Task is hard up- 
on them, and, I fear, Things have not been ſo 


: 2 in the C—et, to give room for great 


Expectations in the Field. And yet it is upon 
this Hope, that we goon mortgaging every Thing 
that we are worth, and launch out ſuch Lengths, 
that not only we ourſelves, but lateſt Poſterity 


will have occaſion” to curſe our Folly, I would 


not that we ſhould reckon too much on our Suc- 


_ ceſs in Provence; if it ſhould occaſion ſome Diver- 


ſion of the French Arms from the Low Countries, 
will it not in ſome meaſure occaſion a Diverſion 


of the Queen of Hungary's Arms from the ſame 
Place, whoſe Numbers at other Times have 
been far from compleat? And 1 ſhall be glad if 


nothing elſe * to diſtract and divide her 
Force. 


But what can we do * che Dutch are averſe to en- | 


_. tering heartily into the War? Why? Convince them, 
that we have not, nor will have any other Object 
in View, but to humble the Power of France, 
this perhaps will be an Inducement, will give 
them a better Opinion of Affairs, and when we 
have done this, if we ſhall think fit to do leſs, 
they perhaps will do oy They ſee our F * 
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fee us diſpoſed to be the Knight-Errants of Eu- 
rope, and while we are ſo employed, wait to ſee 
wat, Chance may produce for them. But if the 
Temper of the Dutch is not to be altered, ſhall we 
| ſuffer them to become a Prey to the French? With- 
out conſidering how reaſonable or unreaſonable it 
is for us to undertake theit Defence, do we take 
the Way to ſave them, or if they are reſolved 
not to be. ſaved, ſhall we, or can we pretend to 


lave them? What then, is the Queen of Hungary 1 


to perith, while we but look on. I agree it would 
be more eligible to ſupport her: But if we have 
not the Option, it is better for us not to fall with 
her, and join our Fate to her's. If there is a Diſ- 
_ Poſition in others to co-operate, if the Princes of 
Germany, the Dutch or other Potentates will 
afford us ſomething to work with, it may be an 
Encouragement tor us to attempt {fomething, but 
without it we are as mad as if we would attempt 
to tread the Air, or walk on the Moon and 
Stars, - £7 Ff 
That the Chances of War are ſometimes very 
ſiurpriſing, I own, and a Handtul of Men do 
Wonders; but would any one in his Senſes engage 
at ſuch Odds? Our Miniſtry ought to be well in- 
formed of the Inclination of the Dutch, If it is not 
certain that it is very different from any thing which 
has hitherto appeared, we have nothing to do but to 


withdraw ourſelves from the Continent, collect our 


Strength within ourſelves, and make War on the 
Trade of France, where we ſhould wound her in 
her tendereſt Part. The Money already ſpent on 
a Land War, employcd on annoying the Enemy 
by Sea (in a Manner different however from what 
has been hitherto practiſed, particularly with Re- 

ſpect to Spir it and Vigour would have ere now 
"N40: 2 . e reduced 
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reduced France: to the loweſt Ebb, drained her 
Treaſure, and made her Glory wither. 
Blut after all, it is neceſſary to make a Diverſion 
in the Low Countries, to keep the Evil from 
Home, and prevent France from making England 
the Scene of the War. If France, when a Rebeiiion - 
ravaged this Country, ſhewed no ſerious Intention 
of invading us in rhoſe Circumſtances can we think 
ſhe will ever dare undertake it at any other Time? 


But let France do her worſt ; a much leſs Ex- 


pence than we make at preſent in Subſidies and 
Armaments would provide for our Security at 
Home, would maintain 12 or 14,000 Men or 
more if neceſſary, to be ready at Hand during 
the War, to defend our Capital, and quiet the 


Fears and Apprehenſions of the Puſillanimous, 


and thereby ſupport Public Credit and the Funds, 
would enable us to make proper Diſpoſitions in 
other Parts of the Country, and at the ſame Time 


5 keep a Force at Sea, which would be a farther De- 


fence againſt any Attempts of France on this Coun- 
try and ſtrike Terror on her, not only ſtrike Terror, 
but bring Calamity and Ruin home to her Doors; 


by throwing our Expences into this Channel, our 


Money would circulate amongſt ourfelves, as is the 
Caſe of France at preſent, while we are now con- 
ſtantly letting the Blood out of our Body. All 
this I ſay upon a Suppoſition that Things really 
ſtand on the Footing which our Miniſtry repre- 
ſent, that there has been no Poſſibility of working 
on the inaftive Temper of moſt of the States of 
Europe. Ly 2 Very 
I believe, however the World is pretty well con- 
vinced of the contrary, if proper Attention had 
been had to the Intereſt of this Country, and the 
Means of carrying on the War effectually. I do 
not care if the Nation is ſaved, by whom it is 
* 3 
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„„ as 
done; I ſhall be as glad, as heartily glad to ſee 
the important Service performed by theſe, as any 
other Men. Yet thoſe ſurely are not the Means 
which have been taken; nor the preſent Managers 
I fear the Perſons. If Men try a Thing again, and 

again, and find after all, that they cannot ſucceed, in 
commonPrudence,they will retire from the Laughter 
of the World, and that for which they are unfit. 
But if ſuch a ſtrange Itch of Gaming prevails, 


that a loving Gameſter irretrievably dipt, is re- 


ſolved to continue the Game at all Events ; I hope 
the Nation will conſider, that it is at their Expence 
he plays at the Expence of their Treaſure their 


Glory, their Intereſt and their Trade. In this cor- 


rupt Age it would be ridiculous to wonder at the 


ſtrong Attachment of Placemen to Places. I wonder. 


| however, that the Bulk of Placemen, who pro- 


bably would be the ſame under one Miniſter or | | 
another, ſhould chooſe to ſupport a Sett of 


Men whoſe Councils are ineffectual in every Thing 
but in working the Misfortunes of their Country. 
That they ſhould not endeavour to take to them- 
ſelves a Head, whofe Meaſures might do Credit 
to themſelves and the Nation. No doubt there 
are who have Talents equal to this Purpoſe. But 


il there ſhould be found Men reſolved to uphold 


at all Events, an Adminiſtration precipitating the 
Nation into evident Ruin, both Abroad and at 

Home ; I hope there will be found thoſe who will 
exert themſelves to redeem their Country out of ſuch. 


_ Captivity, who will caſt their Bonds from us, and 
ſet the Nation free; in which Caſe it is no vain 


Hope to expeſſþ that it will recover its ancient 
Luſtre and Glory. In ſome Countries Men have 
been capitally accuſed of undertaking Employ- 
ments to which they were unequal ; but what do 
ꝙ— — 
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who filling, with an Inſufficiency fatal to their 
Country and ſhameful to themſelves, the great 

Places of the State, ſupport themſelves by a Cabal, 

whoſe all-graſping Power, derogates from the Ho- 
nour, tarniſhes the Luſtre of the C-—n, and 
is deſtructive of the Conſtitution, whoſe Meaſures 
involve us in Diſgrace Abroad, and encreaſe. of - 
Debts and Poverty at Home, together with a 
Train of Miſeries always accompanying a corrupt 
Poverty? What is the Purpoſe of this anti—r—1 
Combination, this anti-conſtitutional Faction. Is 


ſdtzceir End a Gratification of their Ambition; is it 


for this they wreſt the Reins of Government out 


of the Hands of M=—y? If fo, how well their 
Purpoſe is anſwered, let a conſtant Succeſſion of 


Diſgraces during the preſent Adminiſtration tell; 
IT may keep Silence, where Facts ſpeak. But if 
Avarice is the Motive, if the Enjoyment of their 
rich Paſture (excuſe me that I uſe ſo groveling 
an Idea, while I ſpeak of ſuch exalted Spirits) is 
their grand Point of View; let not the Spirit of 
this Nation, tho' baffled by the Defection of 
_ pretended Friends be entirely . extint, nor ſhe. 
ſuffer herſelf motionleſs and ſenſeleſs to be preyed 
on like a dead and corrupt Carcaſe, let not they 
who have been uſed not to be wanting to their 
_ Country's Cauſe, for ever thro*- a Sullenneſs of 
Temper gratify thoſe, of whom they moſt com- 
plain by.a Deſpondency and ſervile Submiſſion. 
Granting them in Conſideration of having uſed 
them ill, and at the Perſuaſion perhaps of thoſe who 
viſh better to the Miniſtry than they profeſs the Pri- 
vilege of uſing them now as ill as they pleaie to 
the great De——n of the People, who look 
upon an Ac — — e as ar A—— ——n of 
Meaſures, and are at Loſs to find the meaning of 
ſuch Proceedings, and account for ſuch — 
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| zs at length to be expected (if there is any) the 
| — — will be ſoon over, when te 
ho have a true Senſe of the Sufferings of their 
Cry. will regard their Country as ſtill entitled 
: to their Services, and that the Vainneſs of an 
"  O——-— will not be look d upon as a ſtronger 


Argument now than heretofore, 
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